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Apple Expo. *92 to 
be held next month 


IDEAL SYSTEMS, distributors 
of Apple Computer Inc. in Jor¬ 
dan, are planning to hold their 
annual Apple Expo, next May. 
The show is aimed at presenting 
to the public the latest Apple 
products and promoting the com¬ 
puter sector in Jordan. The show 
will include all the latest hard¬ 
ware and software for the Mac¬ 
intosh Including the Macintosh 
PowerBook, Classic II, the Mac¬ 
intosh Quadra range of comput¬ 
ers and the latest in Macintosh 
software. 

Just like last year's show, there 
will be seminars at the rate of 
three or four a day, given by 
company employees and guests. 
The expo, will follow the Apple 
tradition of entertainment, edu¬ 
cational, business and mulli- 


■ The big news is that Apple 
Computer Inc. are slashing the 
prices of their current range of 
Macintosh computers by up to 
37 per cent. This move Is an at¬ 
tempt by Apple to double its 
market share which stands at 
around 20 per -cent at the mo¬ 
ment; Apple succeeded in in¬ 



media booths. The show should 
bo a treat for Jordanian computer 
users. We'll provide you wilh a 
more comprehensive report on 
the Apple Expo. *92 soon, so 
watch > this space. 


to the year before. 

■ Intel Inc. has surpassed its ma¬ 
jor competitor in the American 
chip market, Motorola. Figures 
show that Intel's sales reached 
$14 billion last year. Still, the in¬ 
ternational chip market is led by 
six Japanese companies fol¬ 
lowed by three American ones, 
including Intel, and the Europe¬ 
an company Philips. 



Q; tarn a Macintosh owner who 
is very interested in desktop, pub-: 
fishing: in Arabic. I have ob¬ 
tained a copy 1 of "Al-NasherAl- 
Sahafl u . and; Thave runjntos 
problem. How can 1 view, the 
pulldawrin>cnus in English?; 
Qnce tho program begins, Jt, only; 
allows you to' view tfcse menus- 
hi'Arabic,.Vv •• vv 
... Jamil Al-Sayyed,Khlida. 


COMPUTER 

COMPANIES 

Hr You are invited to 
share in your news 
and activities with 
our readers. 

Fax your messages 
to us on 648298 or 
write to P.O.Box 
9313 Amman. 


IBM offers 
three new 
services for 
computer users 

IN A step to improve the compa¬ 
ny's image and to strengthen its 
lies with the computer society, 
IBM has announced the estab¬ 
lishment of three services to as¬ 
sist users in the United Slates in 
different Helds. 

First, there's the Help-Leam 
service which is a nationwide 
program of educational centers 
led by IBM-licensed and certi¬ 
fied trainers offering courses 
ranging from multi-media to 

The next service is called 
Help-Buy which Is an expansion 
of finance and leasing programs. 
IBM will be offering buyers of 
even one machine the ability to 
get finance from IBM Credit- 
Corp. 

The third and last service is 
the Help-Center which should 
act as the cleaning house for all 
problems faced by users with 
IBM systems. It will offer sup¬ 
port from 9 am to 5 pm daily. 
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re-oraanization, aiming at mak¬ 
ing the company more competi¬ 
tive. ■ 


JCS elections 
next Sunday 


Ai First of all, 
Jamil, I; would 
like to congrat- 


Sendyow. | As for your 
problem, there 
is a simple solu- 


. Should exit "Al- 
n; • * Nasher v. Al- 
iSahaff and opeti the appendices 
.folder found In the folder of "A1-. 
, Nashor Al-Sahafi". In this folder 
;:you. will. firid ari appendix fite' 
■ called, ."International; Annexe.” 
All ycki have to' do la simply 
dr^r this file wit of the. folder 
: and 7 run, the program : . again. 
.You shouldnotype able to viey 
■the menus ‘ in the . English lam 
. Suage. • 


THE 

JORDAN 
Computer 
Society 
(JCS) has 
invited its 
general 




pf members,to attertd its annual 
meeting oh Sunday 23 April, af¬ 
ter which the next board of di¬ 
rectors is to be elected. 

According to the society's reg¬ 
ulations., any member who has 
been with, the JCS for over a 
year has the right to run for the 
elections, The society was, estab¬ 
lished in 1986 and now includes 
oyer, 500 .members 1 working in. 
the Jordanian computer, sector. 

- The positions on the board are 
president, yice • president,; secret 
tery, treasurer, and three;mem¬ 
bra. The punent president 6f 
the i society. i$MrxFayez Al- 
Qudsi. ■, V-..'' 
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MEC: The struggle 
for acceptance 

LOOKING AT the book shelves of your local newsagent makes 
one wonder why we don't have any Jordanian computer maga¬ 
zines. It's only logical to assume that there is a decent markcUor 
computer magazines in the country, since almost every other 
computer user you know reads them. It would also be very inter¬ 
esting to see a magazine that handles the local computer market 
rather than suffer the headache of having to rend about the news 
of Egyptian, Saudi, British or American computer markets. 
Don't get me wrong, these are all important and interesting mar¬ 
kets, but what's the use of reading about them if you don't know 
what's going on at home? 

Some newspapers have taken (lie initiative of including week¬ 
ly computer pages or special computer supplements, but the 
need for dedicated publications to handle the news of an ever 

expanding market like ours - 

is quite Important. In fact, 

computer journalism has_ 

proven to play a major role ■jL.^Jfe Sfc djdjy - r7 " 7 a 
I n the development of local 

computer markets world- yf 'Vj 

wide. IUMMHW; S H H dnnRMM 

If you were present at the 

Amman Computer Expo. MM . 

'91, you would probably i HI 1 

have come across a maga- • j j 

zine called Middle Eastern I f 

Computing (MEC). It was I \ 

difficult not to notice It since I j » j 

it was being sold at the door, I ' a C 

JD 1 per copy, and was be- | » ■■■< ‘•vd 

ing promoted inside by a I I I 

group of enthusiastic youth I VmJ/ 

who were responsible for I 

creating it. If you did man- - ,.T.35S 

age to get your hands on a .,.48 

copy of that issue, dated 15 " 

November, has it not ... 

crossed your mind that you haven't seen the magazine since? 
Where were the following issues? Believe it or not, a second is¬ 
sue has been ready and waiting for the last four months. The 
magazine was denied a license by the law. 

We aren't going to be discussing the achievements of Jordani¬ 
an youth in this week's column because there seems to bo tho 
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qualify for a license they had to meet the following terms, 
among others: a) the applicant must carry a university degree re¬ 
lated to the magazine's category. Jn oilier words, anybody who's 
even thinking of setting up a computer magazine should have a 
degree in computer science, electronic or computer engineering, 
b) a capital of at least JD 15 000 is required which is to be 
placed m a bank account as collateral, and c) the magazine 
must be registered under the name of an adult of 23 years of age 
at least 

How many people who own computer companies in this coun¬ 
try actually have a computer related degree? Is the idea to pro¬ 
tect the rights of those who have computer degrees to publish 
computer magazines? Wasn't it enough to provide guarantees 
that the magazine would be technical, rather Hum professional 
and would include articles written by those who did carry de¬ 
grees in computer science? 

Isn't it now slightly clearer why we don't have any Jordanian 
computer magazines? It's a pity to see some people make a bold 
attempt to venture into the highly unstable world of computer 


asking 


-whole law regarding publications io change, but It would seem 
ogical to revise some aspects of this law. We hope that the new 
law, which is expected to be discussed during the next session 
of parliament, will take Jhe$e facts lino consideration and will- 
help promote such initiatives rather than reject them. Until that 
happens, tile MEC team will be lookins for a fin oncer j some- 
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*“ Jordanian deputies praised 
uie abrogation of the Defense 
Law for 1935 and the Royal De¬ 
cree approving the new Defense 
Law of 1992. Head of the Legal 
Committee in the Lower House, 
Mr Hussein Mjali, said the can¬ 
cellation of extraordinary Jaws in 
Jordan is an important event un¬ 
matched in a region fuiJ of tyran¬ 
ny and authoritarian rule. The 
cancellation of the 57-year-old 
Defense Law of 1935 effectively 
buned all emergency defense 
regulations that have been issued 
on its hasis. Mr Mjali said the 
new law will not be used until 
the country faces emergency sit¬ 
uations as specified in the Con- 
sum lion. Martial law can only be 
declared by the King in accor¬ 
dance with articles 124 and 125 
of the Constitution. The 1935 
adopted during the Brit- 
ish Mandate and remained in use 
throughout the history of the 
Kingdom. It was called the De- 

193? UW ° f TnuisJordan of 

7 /^ Ul ,«M d T> eputy ’ ** Salim 
ZouTn, told Pe&a news agency, 

mat what distinguishes the new 
Jaw from the old one is the fact 
that it made its use conditional to 
situations, areas and dates as i 


specified in the Constitution. He 
added that unlike the old law, 
the new one does not permit the 
exile, deportation or prohibition 
from entry of Jordanian citizens. 
The maximum penalty for break¬ 
ing the new law is a three year 
jatisentence and a fine of JD 
3,000. But probably the most 
progressive article in the new 
law is that it gives Jordanians the 
right to contest any action taken 
under emergency rule before the 
Supreme Court. 

Minister of Supply Mr Mo¬ 
hammad A1 Saqqaf has told 
members of a Tunisian trade del¬ 
egation that Arabs should not 
give up hope of establishing 
common markets in spite 
or frustrations now visible on the 
Arab scene. He said there is a 
need for the setting up of Arab 
economic structures to deal with 
international counterparts like 
those in Europe. 

f* P e General Director of the 

(JPMC) Mr Thabet Taher has 
been named as president of the 
boani of directors of the new 
, n fodian-Jordanian Chemi¬ 
cals Co., which held its fust 


meeting in Jordan this week. The 
company's CEO is Mr Babu Ver- 
shi. The board discussed the or¬ 
ganizational structure of the 
company and its budget and ob¬ 
jectives for the first year. Financ¬ 
ing for the company's activities 
wflJ come from Jordan's phos¬ 
phate exports to India and from 
international creditors. The com¬ 
pany will produce phosphoric 
acid at a new plant with a pro¬ 
duction capacity of 208,000 tons 
annually to meet Indian market 
demand. The plant will be built 
in the special industrial free zone 
of Shidyyeh. 

f A s °cml sciences professor at 
the University of Jordan has told 
Ad-Dustour newspaper that the 
divorce rate in Jordan has risen 
especially in the first years of 
mamage. Dr Mohammad A1 Du- 
qus said the reason for this could 
be the lack of understanding be¬ 
tween the couple during the pre- 
mam age period and because 
matchmaking by parents is still a 
dominant factor in airamrinir 
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, . --o la suu it 

dominant factor in airansina 
marriages. 

teoidmg to Dr Ai Duqus, 
jJ,jUo marriage contracts were 

® mm u spared to 
36,524 m 1991, but divorce con- 
tractsjumped from 4694 in 1989 
to 64do m 1991. He cited a defi¬ 
nite relation between the number 
of divorces and the marriage 
years. In 1990 the number of di¬ 
vorces in under one year mar- 
SR. ■" W71, while only 
128 divorces were registered for 
mamages that lasteJ for mire 
than 20 years. 


Archaeologists learn to have 
a good time 

By Pam Dougherty 

Special lo The Star 

■H 2XS Ea&wsi -*■ 


With Our 

Connections 




’nSm, 


them joined the Friends of Arch wncn ""J? * 

picnic excursion to Jallad. (Fo A) for a tour of Salt and a 

r ,co ™ from 

“SSS»■* , ■ft- » “ 

tween 1860 an? lSlg^hen frjwuhn constnidIed in Saif* heyday be- 
ham or governor, of the recinn'rh« h0 •? le ■ ,0 the Gttoman Qaim Male- 
from modem development 8 h n ‘ S ow under heav 7 pressure 

vUited are in houses the group 

me Toukan 
House, built in 
1860, is to be¬ 
come the Salt 
town hall, while 
another of Saifs 
earliest houses, 
the Bait Kakish 
will take on new 
life as Madafeh 
for the Kakish' 
family. The fate 
of the English 
hospital, the fust 
hospital in Jor¬ 
dan, which was », . .. 
completed i n p ™icking in Jallad 
| 1905, is still un- 

aUhcRo > ,fll Scientific So- 
like to see it as a hotel Thcv flic rt a h dCVe i?P7 em p,an *° r Salt, wuld 
Abu Jabar house will one dav hs? hlgh hopes 11131111(5 splendid 
example of Salt's variSf cenlrc ; ■* living 

Clt ^th ar j! y - role 88 -Jordan's 5ly,es ’ 011(1 a rer ™ ader of the 

PoA PresidenfGh^ SauS? fern mV!? 1 !?? 8 ' 1,16 Frie nds went on to 
and his wife MariaB for a P icnic lunch - Ghflzi ! 
case which combines a carefiillv l0 1 l ? rn JaIlad into a show- 

iy preserved antiquities, which 23? natural landscape with loving- 
hwsques, Ayyubid and SLKki f® °£ Io, dan , s^dest Umayyad 
loesses. - u *® tombs, Roman cisterns and ouve 

Sawsan, djrecforor )fi ff V* °aoud Issawl and his wife 

Affaire Muzahem Muhaigsen Muili cipal and Rural 

Islamic specialist Dr Ghazi Bishehann” 1 ^ of Ws “cWtect colleagues, 
experts. . -a 1111 * 0 ! course, many archaeological 

KPfthfni* __ 
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JDn the eve of the 5 th bilateral 

Palestinian peace delegates 
leam to maximize their 
bargaining power 


By Hind-Lara Mango 
Special to The Star 

LAST WEEK, Palestinian schol¬ 
ars, politicians and members of 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
peace talks met with their Egyp¬ 
tian counterparts in Cairo. Partic¬ 
ipants were invited to discuss 
past and future strategies and ne¬ 
gotiating skills, while Egyptian 
politicians and diplomats submit¬ 
ted papers about the peace pro¬ 
cess and their experience in nego¬ 
tiating with the Israelis. 

The purpose of the visit to 
Egypt was to carry out an Inten¬ 
sive program of analysis, to hold 
extensive discussions, to evaluate 
previous rounds, and to work out 
strategies for future ones. Mem¬ 
bers of the Palestinian delegation 
met with Egyptian officials in¬ 
cluding Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa, and Esmat Abdul Majeed, 
secretary general of the Arab 
League. 

Arriving in Jordan, en route to 
the occupied territories, Dr Ha- 
nan Ashrawi, spokeswoman to 
the Palestinian delegation, and 
delegation member Dr Sa'eb Eri- 
kat, spoke to The Star about (he 
nature of their visit to the Egyp¬ 
tian capital. 

They described the Cairo semi¬ 
nars as part of an on-going effort 
to improve the performance of 
(he Palestinian delegation. "In or¬ 
der to maximize Its potential 
skills, the delegation has instigat¬ 
ed a comprehensive effort, so as 
lo carry out its tasks favorably," 
said Dr Ashrawi. 

Dr Erikat said there were three 
major objectives behind the visit 
to Egypt. Firstly, it was an oppor¬ 
tunity to exchange working pa¬ 
pers between Egyptian and Pales¬ 
tinian scholars on the trends of 
change in the Arab world, (he 
new world order, and the next 
seven years in the life of the Ar¬ 
sis. The second objective con¬ 
cerned their meeting with Egyp¬ 
tian officials, since the peace 
process is not to be confined to 
the four partners immediately in¬ 
volved, namely Jordan, Palestine, 
Lebanon and Syria. The third ob- 
jective, he said, was to express 
the need for Arab coordination 
and to erase the bitter feelings 
created as a consequence of the 
Gulf War. 

^ This was not a training session 
for the Palestinians, but a means 
of brain-storming and of sharing 
experiences," he said. Dr Ash¬ 
rawi also highlighted the signifi¬ 
cance of learning from all experi¬ 
ences involving . conflict 
situations which have resulted in 
resolutions. "It is not only impor¬ 
tant to understand Israeli psychol¬ 
ogy and strategy," she said, "but 
also to understand different as- 
Jjecjs^of the negotiating process 

' Sl»® also added, "We met with 
.Egyptian- President Mohammad 
Hosni Mubarak, | and discussed 
current conditions, including the 
status of the negotiations and Is¬ 
raeli measures in the occupied 
: territories — especially settle- 
Ptent activities, and thanked the. 
Egyptian effort in locating Presi- 
jon ; Yasser Arafat's plane, and 
[or the medical aid extended to. 

Wm. H 

/■‘ With ,regard* to. the nature of 



The bilaterals: Changing the rules of the game 


Egypt's role in the peace process, 
Dr Ashrawi confirmed that 
Egypt's position, as stated in the 
Camp David Accords, supports 
full autonomy for the Palestinians 
pertaining to questions of land, 
resources, and self-government 
with full authority. She also said 
that Egypt is a major Arab coun¬ 
try that can play a positive cohe¬ 
sive role, since it is the only Arab 
country that has (diplomatic) re¬ 
lations with Israel, Palestinians, 
other Arab countries and the 
United States. 

"Egypt can play a definite role 
in Arab coordination, by taking 
initiatives, and by overcoming 
rifts created in the aftermath of 
the Gulf Crisis,” she said, point¬ 
ing out that Egypt has promised 
to create better feelings among 
the Arabs, especially in the Gulf 
states and Saudi Arabia. Egypt 
has also promised to hold official 
Arab meetings to plan out strate¬ 
gics for both the bilateral and 
multilateral talks. 

Describing the attitude of the 
Israeli delegation towards Us Pal¬ 
estinian counterpart. Dr Ashrawi 
described it as being very diffi¬ 
cult to make people conscious 
that "you are talking to them on 
the basis of parity, when racism 
is so ingrained." She elaborated: 
"They (the Israelis) have been 
used for the last 25 years to treat-- 
ing the Palestinians as people un¬ 
der occupation, through the poli¬ 
tics of domination, coercion, 
brutality and pressures. So, It will 
take them some time to leam that 
this salon, or any patronizing at¬ 
titudes, are unacceptable to any 
Palestinian politician ." 

Dr Ashrawi feels the Israeli 
delegation is under constraints, 
because its government is not in¬ 
terested in serious progress. She 
said that their proposals on coex¬ 
istence do not address any genu¬ 
ine issues, and merely reorga¬ 
nize the occupation." The 
Palestinian delegation interprets 
this as a ploy to buy time lit order 
to "maintain ft'charade of in¬ 
volvement without really contrib¬ 
uting constructively.". ■' " 

The Palestinians, meanwhile, 
have presented papers Jn line' 
with the principles and objec¬ 
tives ofthe first pnase of negotia¬ 
tions. Dr Ashrawi said, ”We are 
going to pursue them (the Israe- 
Hsiwith peace, and will dial-, 
1 ienge their rejection^ policies 

whichnegateandviolatehtierna- 
tionallaw and the principles m a 
, negotiated settleraent," . j • 


FOR T H E R E C O ft D 


By Ahmad Shaker 


The 5lh round of bilaterals, 
will be held in Washington on 
Monday, but parties have agreed 
to move the next round to Rome. 
The Palestinian delegation still 
refuses lo move the talks lo the 
Middle East, since it refuses to 
negotiate under occupation, or 
under the pressures of the occu¬ 
pying power. This is so as to 
avoid any negative intervention 
that would have a detrimental ef¬ 
fect on Palestinian participation 
in the talks. 

As for the multilaterals, which 
are due to be held in May, Pales¬ 
tinians in the diaspora and those 
living in Arab East Jerusalem 
will be participating in the eco¬ 
nomic and refugee working 
groups. Israel has previously re¬ 
jected such participation and has 
even refused to attend such 
groups. Dr Erikat said that this 
shows Israel "is not really inter¬ 
ested In peace" 

He accused Yitzhak Shamir, 
who is concerned with the com¬ 
ing Israeli elections, of giving the 
impression of wanting peace on 1 
one hand, while on the other 
hand being afraid of getting en¬ 
gaged in substance. This, he said, 
would prompt "a revolution in 
the Likud." Dr Erikat believes 
that the peace process is part of 
an international development — 
a development which Is responsi¬ 
ble for the cancellation Of the So¬ 
viet Union from the world map, 
and is accountable for a change 
in power structures around the 
world, finally giving way to this 
peace process. . . • 

"What Is at stake now, 1 ' he said, 
ri j$ not only the Palestinian fu¬ 
ture, but that of the whole Middle 
East. Wd have, to ask ourselves; 
bow do we enter the next centu¬ 
ry? Do we enter it In the vehicles 
of prosperity and cooperation,' 
mutual respect and peace? Or do 
we enter h in violence, instabili¬ 
ty, wire and the like?" / 

' For seventy yearaj Palestinians 
And Israelis have been engaged In 
& zero-sum game whereby rate 
country's loss is another's gain. 
But, according to Dr Erikat, 
when the Palestinian National 
Council (PNC) decided to recog¬ 
nize the two state solution, the 
Palestinians changed the riile. of 
the gatne: "TO continue jtlaying," 
he said, "can, only result in more 
blo6d| shed,] .\yiuii :ihis : process 
needs is patience, statesmanship, 
and a real chance." ■ 1 - . 


■ The government is expected to raise the issue of Jordanian de¬ 
tainees in Kuwaiti jails In international forums, The Star was 
told. So far Jordanian contacts with Kuwaiti authorities have 
failed to resolve the problem. Hundreds of Jordanians are in Ku¬ 
waiti jails, most of them have not been charged. 

■ The World Bank has approved a JD 2 million loan to the 
Greater Amman Municipality. The loan will be used to finance a 
number of projects in the capital. Meanwhile, the municipality 
has set aside JD 1 million to finance studies to build new traffic 
crossings around the area of the Fifth Circle. 

■ Studies are underway to determine the feasibility of raising the 
price of electricity In the Kingdom. 

■ A local company has won a tender to transport 100,000 tons of 
Iraqi crude to Jordan for local consumption. 

■ The Finance Ministry will issue new regulations to speed up 
the process of repatriating vehicles belonging to Jordanian re¬ 
turnees from the Gulf. The regulations will make it clear that cus¬ 
toms duty will not be waived under any circumstances. 

■ Minister of Information, Mr Mahmoud El-Sherif, has received 
an invitation from the Egyptian government to attend the Arab 
Information Ministers conference which will be held In Cairo in 
August. The meeting.was supposed to take place last February. 

■ The government will recompose the Economic Consultative 
Council which Is headed by the Prime Minister. The council will 
have a permanent secretariat and will be consulted on all eco¬ 
nomic decisions. 


Jordan and Tunis agree to 
increase trade exchange 


By Rand EI-Habash 

Special to The Star 

A FOURTEEN man Tunisian 
trade mission headed by Mr Mo¬ 
hammad Al-Amdusse, president 
of South Tunisian Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, con¬ 
cluded a seven-day visit to Jor¬ 
dan this week. 

During the visit, the delegation 
held talks with Jordanian busi¬ 
nessmen and government offi¬ 
cials on enhancing trade relations 
between Tunisia and Jordan. The 
visit, which was organised by 
Amman Chamber of Commerce, 
aims at promoting both Jordanian 
and Tunisian products and to 
overcome trade barriers as well 
as exploring the possibilities of 
trade co-operation. 

Mr. Mohammad Asfour, presi¬ 
dent of Amman Chamber of 
Commerce, said that both cham¬ 
bers are in the process of cement-! 
lug the strong trade relationship 
between the Tunisian and Jorda¬ 
nian private sectors by signing a 
co-operation agreement He said 
Tunisian consumers have already 
been introduced to Jordanian 
products which gives Jordanian 
entrepreneurs the opportunity to 
enter new markets apart from the 
traditional ones. 

During their visit, members of 
the Tunisian delegation met with 
ministers of Trade and Industry, 
Transportation, vice president of 
Amman Chamber of Industry and 
president of Jordan Commercial 


Centers Coip, Arrangements 
were made for the Tunisian dele- 
ration to visit Sahab Industrial 
City and the Arab Pharmaceuti¬ 
cals Manufacturing Co. (AFM) 
plant. 

Mr. Amousse expressed his opti¬ 
mism about Jordanian-Tunisian 
trade ties and said there is a great 
opportunity for co-operation be¬ 
tween the two countries especial¬ 
ly with the large demand for the 
Jordanian products by Tunisian 
consumers. He also said Tunisian 
traders are Interested In bringing 
their products to the Jordanian 
market 

."Fostering trade exchange be¬ 
tween Jordan and Tunisia is 
steered by a 1981 agreement and 
its supplement of 1985, in which, 
all exchanged products are 100 
per cent free or customs tariffs, 11 
Mr Mohammed BelMufti, Tuni¬ 
sian commercial attache, told The 
Star. "But in 1990, the percentage 
was dropped to 70 per cent with 
regard to fair competition In both 
markets". 

Jordan is looking to increase it 
exports of ready-made clothing, 
pharmaceuticals, plastics,, medi¬ 
cal .equipments, foot-wear, car¬ 
pets, ovens, soft drinks, biscuits 
and foodstuffs, furniture rad 
glassware to Tunis. The Tuni¬ 
sians, on tire other hand, hope to 
sell their olive oil, dates, fish, 
shampoos and soaps, industrial 
plastic products, toys,- textiles, ce¬ 
ramic, home appliances, and per¬ 
fumes in Jordan. ■ 



COLLECTORS CAR FOR SALE 

♦ Make': Mercedes Benz 1966 , 

♦ 300 SE. Coupe . / * . . " 

♦ Nhvy blue , colour with white leather interior 

♦ Right hand drive ' 

♦ U, K. Registered: 

♦ One owner original 39000, miles 

♦ Totally restored at Mercedes Benz garage 

If interested call Mercedes Benz 
‘ '!* . " Mr. Ibrahim Tel.132410 
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Jordan-Korean joint venture 

First television assembly plant begins production 

By Star Staff Writers ica Kerosene heaters, moving I "T~ 

___ quickly to lake 60 per cent of the 

5RDANS INDUSTRIAL ef- local market. The company now Jk 
rt has received another boost has plans for experts to Saudi coy 
!“ ^ opening of its first tele- Arabia, the UAE, Syria and Leb- | 

- Ll -- *’ —- anon and is aiming for sales of 

JD 1.S million in 1992. Egypt of¬ 
fers another good potential mar¬ 
ket following sharp rises in elec¬ 
tricity charges which have made 
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JORDANS INDUSTRIAL ef- local market. The company now 
fort has received another boost has plans for exports to Saudi 
with the opening of its first tele- Arabia, the UAE, Syria and Leb- 
vision assembly plant.' The new anon and is aiming for sales of 
Middle East Electrical Industries JD 1.5 million in 1992. Egypt of- 
Co. (MEEIC) factory at the Sa- fers another good potential mar- 
hab Industrial estate, which com- ket following sharp rises in elec- 
bines Jordanian capital and the tricity charges which have made 
technical expertise of Korea's cheaper kerosene heating more 
GoldStar Company, has an ini- attractive for Egyptians. 

hfll fMYVtllf’finn I arrtat nf ICIWt T_ inni l rrrir. « . 


rial production target of 15,000 
sets in 1992, with expansion to 
50,000 sets annually. The sets 
will sell at around 30-40 per cent 
below the price of Korean made, 
and 50 per cent below Japanese 
made, products. 

The Sahab plant was officially 
opened on Monday by Prince 
HRH Ra'd deputizing for HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

GoldStar, a world leading elec¬ 
tronics giant, and Darwish Al- 
Ktalili Co., a well known Jorda- 
nian company, have concluded 
a long-term mutual relationship 
to promote Jordanian-made in¬ 
dustries with global-oriented 
marketing strategies. 

The new factory is not 
MEEICs first industrial venture. 
In 1989 it moved from trading in 
household appliances to manu¬ 
facture, with the production of re¬ 
frigerators under license from 
ACMA of Singapore and in 
1990 it added production of Fuji- 


ln 1991 MEEIC signed an 
agreement with GoldStar for tel¬ 
evision assembly and is also 
ready to begin washing machine 
production and an expanded re¬ 
frigerator range. 

For its Korean partners, Gold¬ 
Star, the Jordanian venture is 
part of a general worldwide ex¬ 
pansion program. The compa¬ 
ny is part of a major Korean con¬ 
glomerate, Lucky GoldStar, 
which was established in 194? 
and now irfcludes 37 companies 
involved in manufacturing, 
trade, finance, construction, ser¬ 
vices and sport, which enjoyed 
sales of $25 billion in 1991. 

GoldStar itself was established, 
in 1958 and specializes in the* 
production of electronics and 
household appliances. Gold Star 


Prince Hassan Is surrounded by Jordanian and Korean represents of,He join, venmre 
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Household appliances. Gold Star , ■ P° r ^ 01 com- 

ExecuUve Vice President Yong- KXS F 1 ™ 1 ty yew 
Ak Ro, who was in Jordan for the ^*£^J? t)duc ? on 8 under ' 
opening of the new television Jorda ?’ , the company 


and now has 20 overseas subsid¬ 
iaries and 40 overseas offices. 

The company's aim, said Mr. 
Ro, is for overseas manufactur¬ 
ers to handle 20 per cent of com¬ 
pany production by the year 
2000. Once production is muhr. 


jvo, wno was in Jordan tor (he v £T r * a um **’ 

progressively localizing ,e- 


Jordan awaits opening of new 
Arab heart center 


Europe. 

He said GoldStar was attracted 
to Jordan as a location because 
of the availability of skilled la¬ 
bor and because of the warm 
welcome it received from the 
Jordanian government. 

Mr JRo said he would like to 
the new plant move from largely 
assembly functions to more local 
manufacture of parts, and from 
its present focus on television as- 


its production to capacity to be¬ 
tween 50 to 100 thousands sots 
annually according to Mr S.R 
Hahm, GoldStar's Amman repre¬ 
sentative. 

Mr Nabil Abdallah of MEEIC 
said all the factory's employees, 
including the engineers and tech¬ 
nicians are Jordanian, most of 
whom have received four- 
month training courses in Gold¬ 
Star’s Korean plants. “Highly 


•LifcuT.- JWU 3 ivorcan plants. 'Higruj 
“H* 10 "fHgenttors, washing qualified Jordanian labor will be 
machines, microwaves and other an asset to expand the activities 
domestic flrmllAnnAa "THu .1 __ » 


By Hlnd-Lara Mango -- , , 

Special to The star •> ? out that this is the standard 

\ i ,gure internationally 

TOE JORDANIAN population , . Jffi* ulST*”* a hospital of this 

boasts a high rate of heart dis- . Nurses will be expected to 

ease, which includes congenital '< " lV « JP? m shifts, rather than 

problems, valve disease and Ji : 'ii* 24 hour shifts, 

hardening of the arteries. Conse- I u #,,. «£ ™ nospud will be open to all 

quently, the country has enor- i JL members of the public, and will 

mous need for local centers for > 5£r " “N have a chanty fund available for 

dealing with .heart-related prob- V. W . ’ tiiose who cannot afford to pay 

lems. ® \y , awards surgery costs. Different 

The Arab Heart Center (AHCD, m , : 5 - ' I oepartments aL the hospital will 

for the treatment of heart condl- J xffll; ■ 1 41 Jgfck j contribute towards this rand, 

bans and special surgery, is ex- 9 £»•'.{ Cp 8 * of construction and 

pected b> be completed in 1993 !JS J • ^“Pjhent for the center are esd- 

and will be the-fnst hospital of ^■ 5 WSBk 1 I™* 1 to run to JD 12 million 

its kind in Jordan. ----- - -- Jhe hospital will take diape in 

and 
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of Administration, Dr Adel Ala- J 0081 electro-mechanical works the 

AHC will abp toTam- - « ^dicTequ^Si, rod 

HP ” a ® ynecoklgy ^ ph “ cweml *■ 

But how will this hospital w A bed in an average general 

for from others of^s kirS? ^ horoital bests JD^8“““ 
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wiU soon be given the opportuni- h^ireah 
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domestic appliances. "The Mid¬ 
dle East market will be a peak 
market in the future" ho said, 
and GoldStar is keen to focus 
on it with good local partners. 

Production at the JD 3 million 
Jordanian plant started three 
weeks ago. Production should 
reach 15,000 color television 
sets by the end of 1992 at 80 sets 
daily. With an eye for future ex¬ 
pansion, the factory can increase 
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of the plant," he said. This 
blends well with Mr Khalili's 
aim of "localizing Jordanian in¬ 
dustry arid the transfer of know¬ 
how to Jordan." 

The Jordanian-Korean joint 
venture will open the way to oth¬ 
er similar ventures. Already Jor¬ 
danian investors arc talking to 
industrial giants from Taiwan, 
Korea, Singapore, Thailand and 
Malaysia. 

One Malaysian businessman 
has expressed readiness to set up 
a factory in Jordan to produce 
equipment to be fitted to car 
and truck engines so that they 
run on natural gas instead of gas¬ 
oline, ■ 
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By Vesna Masharqa 

Special to the Star 

THE RAPE of women and the 
physical and sexual abuse of chil¬ 
dren is a neglected topic which 
has largely been avoided by Jor¬ 
dan's media and social and legis¬ 
lative institutions. However, it 
has recently begun to receive the 
attention it deserves, and has 
started to make an impact on our 
system of social values. This, in 
turn, may now be directed to¬ 
wards protecting the rights of 
women and children in a more 
constructive way. 

Until now, there are few statis¬ 
tic analyses available which indi¬ 
cate accurately the escalation of 
the problem. Furthermore, it is 
difficult to follow any change in 
these figures, as most cases are 
settled secretly, according to un¬ 
written social and tribal laws. 
This is due to the fact that Jorda¬ 
nian society is ruled simultane¬ 
ously by social and juridical laws, 
and that disclosing such cases to 
the public causes great scandal 
for the family involved (indeed, 
often ending in bloodshed). 

Nonetheless, despite difficulties 
m collecting data, police and 
court reports, along with the 
anonymous statements of victi¬ 
mized women and children, indi¬ 
cate a serious problem which de¬ 
mands great initiative from 
private and governmental social 
institutions. 

Arwa Aamiry, associate profes¬ 
sor of psychology at the Universi¬ 
ty of Jordan and president of the 
Women's Research Center, con¬ 
ducted a survey in 1987 on 56 fe¬ 
male students. Her findings indi¬ 
cated that "86 percent stated that 
they had been abused at home, in¬ 
cluding different degrees of phys¬ 
ical, psychological and sexual op¬ 
pression; 50 percent said that 
their fathers had physically 
abused their mothers, and 20 per- 
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Abusing the rights of the 


cent admitted to having been 
physically abused themselves, in¬ 
cluding sexual abuse.” 

Rima Irani, a lawyer under 
training and a researcher in this 
field, also estimated that "nine 
out of ten women are abused 
physically, varying in degree 
from touching to rape, also taking 


woman and child 


Into consideration incest and, for 
working women, compulsory in¬ 
timacy with their male superi¬ 
ors." 

The necessity now is for socie¬ 
ty to accept legislative changes 
towards raising the status of the 
woman and child. "The woman 
and child are not a political pres¬ 
sure in Jordan,” said Toujan Fai¬ 
sal, a free lance columnist. 
"That's why so little attention is 
given to them." 

The first, and until now the 
last, initiative to promote the 
rights of women and children oc¬ 
curred in 1984, at the first nation¬ 
al seminar on child abuse. During 
tho seminar, participants invoked 
the establishment of a Higher 
Council for Child Welfare, hav¬ 
ing the legitimate right to repre¬ 
sent a child's interest and to inter¬ 
fere directly in all of his 
problems. They also demanded 
an amendment of'criminal law, 
calling for a doubling of the pun¬ 
ishment if the victim of a crime is 
a child. Participants also suggest¬ 
ed that new laws be enforced in 
educational and health organiza¬ 
tions, obliging them to report cas¬ 
es of child abuse, or otherwise be 
subject to fines. 

"The main problem lies in our 
legislative system, as well as In 
the coordination between social 
development institutions, the po- 



Women protest against sexual abuse 


lice and the court," said Toujan 
Faisal, explaining that the police 
cannot arrest a person who abus¬ 
es a child without a court order, 
and that the court needs & police 
report in order to issue the order. 

Wife-beating has similar com¬ 
plications: "The police have no 
right to arrest a husband for beat¬ 
ing his wife, unless they happen 
to be on the spot to witness his 
violence," said Esma Khader, a 
lawyer and member of the Arab 
Organization for Human Rights. 
"The next step then is to evaluate 
how strong the harassment was, 
with no clear definitions." 

Unfortunately, Jordan has no 
institutions that can provide pro¬ 
tection for the mother and cnild 
together, and social laws always 
direct them toward staying with 
the abusivo head of the family. 

The rights of children against 


punishment remain vague. In arti¬ 
cle 62 of the Jordanian Punish¬ 
ment Law of I960,' it is not a 
crime to physically punish chil¬ 
dren, if the punishment is in ac¬ 
cordance with established social 
beliefs and has an educational 


Meanwhile, the fifth section of 
the 1990 Jordanian Charter says, 
with regards to women and chil¬ 
dren: "Children have full right to 
receive the best care and protec¬ 
tion from parents and govern¬ 
ment, to be regarded as indepen¬ 
dent personalities without 
discrimination between boys and 
gir ls.” 

In accordance with article 16 of 
the International Accord for 
Child's Rights, It is forbidden to 
abuse children within the home 
or outside, as much as it is illegal 
to violate their repula Li on and 


AIDS: 


Idealism and reality in the Middle East 


By Deborah Pugh 

CAIRO — A LANDMARK con¬ 
ference of leading Muslim and 
Coptic Christian theologians re¬ 
jected safer sex education and 
condoms and affirmed that early 
marriage and marital faithfulness 
are more appropriate weapons 
against HTV infection. 

The meeting on "The role of 
Religion and Moral Behavior in 
the Prevention and Control of 
AIDS and Sexually Transmitted 
Diseases" included Sheikh Gha- 
one of the Arab world's most 
popular preachers, the Mufti of 
Egypt, Sneikh Tantawi, the Mufti 
of Tunisia and Saudi religious 
representatives. Held last Sep¬ 
tember at World Health Organi¬ 
sation (WHO) regional headquar¬ 
ters in Alexandria, Egypt, it 
received no media coverage, and 
the summary report and recom¬ 
mendations have not been gener¬ 
ally released. • 

While the clerics recognised 
that "Bexuaiity Is a biological ele¬ 
ment in the human structure," 
they concluded that "advocacy 
must be directed toward virtue, 
fidelity and straightness, for only 
these noble traits can ensure frill 
Integrity of the human being and 
his protection against infection/ 
My ttaairiage was recommend- 
ro, although they noted that soci¬ 
eties must sqlye the social'and ec- 
onoifaic barriers, including acute 
housing shortages, "leading to the 
Present delays In the age Of mar« 


The conference also rejected 
condom distribution and ruled 
that condoms were acceptable 
only "in circumstances in which 
It Is necessary to protect the 
spouse of an infected person." 
Condoms are freely available In 
Egypt for family planning. 

In Egypt, many observers wor¬ 
ry that the promotion of an idea¬ 
listic, Islamic/Christlan solution 
to the virtual exclusion of availa¬ 
ble information of AIDS and 
HIV prevention ignores the reali¬ 
ty that not everyone is likely to 
conform to religious teachings — 
even If Egypt's housing crisis was 
solved overnight. . 

Columnist Salama A. Salama, 
writing in Aj-Ahram Weekly, 
chastised local media coverage of 
the December 1991 World AIDS 
Day for doing little more than 
promoting chastity. The majori¬ 
ty of speakers congratulated 
themselves and the Egyptian peo¬ 
ple,..that to be religious and virtu¬ 
ous is... protection against AIDS, 
and that Egypt, for that very rea¬ 
son, Is not threatened by an epi¬ 
demic : sweeping across the 
worUL.ft signifies immense na¬ 
ivety apd irresponsibility .to sim¬ 
plify the problem and underesti¬ 
mate the risks, "be wrote. 

Although Egypt is committed 
to AIDS eduomoni 'government 
action has been slug™-and .tho 

few non-governmental organisa¬ 
tions haw hot given pdorftyfo 
HIV prevention strategies. Tne 
result, according V 

thdt thd average Egyptian i dries 

"not have the Slightest Idea ftboul 


(HIV) trans¬ 
mission, symp¬ 
toms and pre¬ 
ventative 
measures." • 
This lack of 
information 
translates Into 
unreasonable 
fears which 
permeate the 
press on the 
rare occasions 
when the sub- 

i ect is raised, 
tecently, in an 
article titled 



Sn ig- foe Cairo: housing shortages dekty marriage 


Cure," a jour¬ 
nalist for the Ai-Shaab newspa¬ 
per, which represents the moder¬ 
ate fundamentalist trend in 
'Egypt, wrote about his horror oh 
discovering that a doctor did not 
keep bis patients with HTV under 
lock and key. "I Said to. him, 
’How can they live and continue 
their lives while spreading the 
disease to others?" 

According to recent govern¬ 
ment figures, 282 people. Includ¬ 
ing those who developed AIDS 
and haveidlfd, have tested-posi¬ 
tive. Nearly half were foreigners- 
and were promptly repatriated. 
Foreigners remaining in the coun¬ 
try longer than two months are! 
required to undergo an HTV anti¬ 
body test, but in practice this reg¬ 
ulation Is applied only to Afri¬ 
cans. ' i 

While the.traditional, conserva¬ 
tive nature of Egyptian society 
has restricted the impact of HIV, 1 


society is changing. Some two 
million tourists visited the coun¬ 
try last.year, and, while polyga¬ 
my is rare, divorce and remar-' 
riage is becoming- common, 
among Muslims, although forbid¬ 
den to Coptic Christians. Inject¬ 
ing thug use is also rising. 

Unfortunately, these risk be¬ 
haviors are seldom discussed or 
acknowledged, and observers 
fear that a vigorous AIDS cam¬ 
paign will be mounted only when 
HIV has a visible stranglehold oh 
all facets of Egyptian society. 

Yemen, in contrast, Is develop¬ 
ing a dynamic program to height¬ 
en awareness of RIV, despite an 
economy devastated by the Gulf 
crisis which forced the return of 
nearly 900,000 Yemenis from 
Saudi Arabia in a few weeks. 

; Thanks . to : ■ Its riewly- 
Jndeperident press, seminars for 
h^tim professionals and commu- 


honor. However, Arwa Aamiry 
believes that contradictory juridi¬ 
cal points, combined with social 
beliefs about the. man exercising 
his power ovdr his wife and chil¬ 
dren, both establish and acknowl¬ 
edge abusive attitudes, and sup¬ 
port an already established 
hierarchy of abusive relationships 
within the family. 

The rape of women and the 
abuse of children within families 
remain extremely well kept se¬ 
crets. According to a former in¬ 
mate of Mahata prison, more than 
100 rapists were kept in custody 
for di/fcreni duration periods^ 
The sentence for attempted rape 
ranged between one and a half 
and three years, while the sen¬ 
tence for actual rape ranged be¬ 
tween three and seven years. Out 
of court settlements for rape usu¬ 
ally demand that the rapist marry 
his victim. 

Jordanian law acknowledges 
the International Accord for 
Child's Rights, notably article 19, 
which stales that "all countries 
should take social and pedagogi¬ 
cal measures to prevent physical, 
mental, sexual abuse and aban¬ 
donment." However, there is still 
much more to be done. 

Improving the status of the 
woman and child will, in Rima 
Irani's view, necessitate a change 
in social strata and a new ap¬ 
proach towards social beliefs. 
"Once we stop seeing women 
and children as submissive ele¬ 
ments in society, giving them the 
same legal rights as men, we can 
then expect radical changes in 
our social values, and better treat¬ 
ment for women and children." ■ 


nliy and religious leaders last De¬ 
cember brought HIV to national 
attention In this tradition-bound 
state on the tip of the Arabian pe¬ 
ninsula. Saudi Arabia, Yemen's 
nearest neighbor, continues to re¬ 
fuse to notify WHO on its inci¬ 
dence of HIV infection. The Ye¬ 
meni National Program for AIDS 
Prevention has issued excellent 
leaflets targeting doctors, health 
workers and travellers with HIV 
prevention information. 

The campaign is remarkable 
because evidence suggests that 
HIV Is still a minor problem. Out 
. of 5,000 blood samples tested last 
year, technicians found no cases 
of infection. Dr Ali Mohammed 
Assabri, coordinator” of Yemen's 
AIDS program, believes that 
blood screening and raising pub¬ 
lic awareness are needed now. 
"We are starting before we have a 
problem because prevention Is 
the most important 1 element," 
says Assabri. "Soon we will dis¬ 
tribute our leaflets to travel agen¬ 
cies and to the airport," he added. 

Government leaflets stop short 
of advising on "safe sex” with 
condoms, in recognition of Islam¬ 
ic opposition to sex outside mar¬ 
riage. However, they clearly state 
how HIV is and Is not transmitted 
and stress avoiding casual sexual 
encounters when travelling) 

"We must push preventative 
education, " one doctor said," be¬ 
cause here in Yemen We haven't 
yet been able to vaccinate chil¬ 
dren against childhood disease., 
How would we copri with an epi¬ 
demic of AIDS?" ■ 

World AIDS 
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Like father, like son: 
A new musical duo 


By Mary Denis 
Special to The Star 

LAST WEEK'S piano recital at 
the Royal Cultural Centre was 
an interesting experience for 
both audience and performers 
alike. 

Father and son piano duo, Nun 
Ruheibany Sr. and Nuri Ruhei- 
bany Jr., jointly presented a 
wide-scope program for two and 
four hands, ranging from Bach 
to Strauss. Ruheibany Sr.'s own 
composition, 'Suite for Piano' 
was also part of the repertoire. 

A composition evoked by 
childhood memories of his na¬ 
tive Damascus, 'Suite for Piano' 
is oriental in atmosphere—slow 
and idle, timeless In ambiance. 
In melody and tempo it was un¬ 
mistakably oriental. 

A graduate of the Lcipzing 
Music Academy, Ruheibany Sr. 
studied conducting, piano and 
composition, and experimented 
widely with various composition 
styles and musical trends. His 
teacher suggested that he incor¬ 
porate Arabic themes and melo¬ 
dies into his compositions, and 
after several trials, Ruheibany 
became convinced that he had fi¬ 
nally "discovered" himself in 
this particular form of composi¬ 
tion. Four movements from his 
'Suite for Piano' are samples of 
this style. 

Ruheibany explained that due 
to the specific characteristics of 
a piano (it cannot sustain tone as 
well as string or wind instru¬ 
ments), it is more difficult to 
compose and play this style of 
music on piano. Arabic music is 
predominantly composed in 
quarter tones, and to sustain a 


quick tempo with quarter beats 
is by no means an easy task. 
However, it is these intervals 
that make Arabic music so dis¬ 
tinctive, and they must be pre¬ 
served in order to create an 
oriental atmosphere. 


Germany. Ruheibany believes 
that even a difficult piece of 
music, like Beethovens Sym¬ 
phony No. 6, can be introduced 
to children, where the sounds of 
wind, rain and birds can be mu¬ 
sically delected. He also ap¬ 
proves of teaching music appre¬ 
ciation within the setting of a 
story, to both create an atmos¬ 
phere and stimulate the chil¬ 
dren's imagination. 

Unlike many musical scholars, 
Ruheibany Sr. does not sec the 
idea of popularizing' classical 
music as 'vulgarizing*^it. He sup¬ 
ports the idea behind pop Bach 
and pop Mozart "Why not?" he 
said. 

"The complexity of Mozart 
and Bach are off-putting. If you 
wisely mix various trends of pop 
musk;, which can be easily relat¬ 
ed to by youngsters, with serious 
classical music, academic rigidi¬ 
ty will be diluted and thus easily 
"absorbed" by young students." 

Classical music aside, he sup¬ 
ports “good" music such as Lat- 
m-American and Afro- 
Caribbcan, indeed any music 
that stretches musical horizons 
and provokes an emotional re¬ 
sponse, "for that is what music is 
all about," he said. 

For the past three years, Ru¬ 
heibany Sr. has hold a percus¬ 
sion instruments workshop at the 
National Music Conservatory, 
co-operating with the Goethe In¬ 
stitute in Amman. He has intro¬ 
duced the Orff method in play¬ 
ing and making musical 
arrangements for percussion in¬ 
struments. During his short visit 
to Jordan he introduced and con- 
ducted two operas; Tho Barber 
of Seville by Rossini and 'Han- 


recitaJ was agreeable and could 
perhaps have been described as 
impressionistic" — very inti¬ 
mate and subjective. Ruheibany 
Sr.'s piano playing was not with¬ 
out flaws, perhaps due to a mi¬ 
nor infection of nis finger, but it 
did not overshadow the overall 
impression of the recital. 

Ruheibany Sr. is a long- 
established conductor, having 
led the Dresden Symphony Or¬ 
chestra and the Berlin Sympho¬ 
ny Opera House Orchestra. He 
has also conducted 3 percussion 
ensembles in Luchow, where he 
lives and works. His most invig¬ 
orating moments, he claims, are 
while conducting. "Conducting 
is very demanding and exhaust¬ 
ing* both physically and emo¬ 
tionally — but it is still most en¬ 
joyable," he said. 

It would seem that Ruhelba- 
n/s real vocation is for teaching. 

I find it very satisfying to teach 
young peopfe," he said. "Chil¬ 
dren are very perceptive and in- 
discriminative. They are open- 
minded and ready to listen to 
and accept positively any good 
music." 

Since 1979, Ruheibany has 
been teaching at the Conservato¬ 
ry in Luchow. He is a member of 
the Orff Society in Salzburg and 
a member of IGMF — the Inter¬ 
national Society for Academic 
Training in Music Education in 


sel and Grcicl' 
by Humper¬ 
dinck m the 
Goctlic Insti¬ 
tute. 

A lover of 
art in general, 
and nn inquisi¬ 
tive person by 
nature, Ruhei¬ 
bany decided 
to explore the 
'colors’ found 
in music, by 
trying to 
'translate' (lie 
language of 
music into die 
’language' of 
colors, ex¬ 
pressing a 
mood. As n re¬ 
sult, Ruhcibn- 
ny has pro¬ 
duced many 
paintings, 
where Uic 
movement of 
colours is ex¬ 
pressed by the 
rhythm of mu¬ 
sic. — 

The idea, he Artistic father and son 
recalled, came 

to him from the statement of a aitcml 
Chinese philosopher, who sug- ow, m 
gested dint one could hear with ter | i-i 
the eyes ami see things while I is- «• lidi 

toning. It confirmed his intuition, ifo , 
and encouraged him to paint. I Us w ,dc i 
Double Fugue' by Bach in col- m wii , 
ors is an example of his expon- , 

men is. The emotional outhuiM ».. u 

of the composition is cammed in f . , 
an overflow of colors, iransath- ,,, 
mg a musical flight of lunuisy. ‘ 

He relives his passion for and * 
dedication to music through his 
son who is only 19. hut lus «il- , S,,,! 
ready attracted attention in (icr- ,her - * 
many. Prize-winner or Cierma- 
nys young musicians' pkuin ■ 

competition, he was well ic- dnulil 
ccivcd in Amman. After study- his mu 
tng for four years umler the nuid |»k*x Hk 
ancc of his father, Kuheilyuiy Jr. itcliinu 



attended music school at luA* 
ow. ami is now preparing to* 
ter Hanover University for H# 
er lidnuiiion in Musk. 

He Iuls powerful handt^i - • 
wide |Mlm, and his musaKyii:. 
obvious. Technically spate*; 
there is little he cannot do, mil 
he has an excellent academic hr- 
mre ahead of him. The&ik 
and-MHi ‘togetherness’ in dui- 
duet was truly wonderful urn; • 
ne«. i' 

.Still under the wing of hit fr, 
ther. wlm ctHihl not hide hispa i 
tenial feelings on stage, 1 
Kmy Jr's virtuosity is beywi j 
douili i lis capability of raw 
his uiidiencc through the coo- ■ f 
plenties of the music rewalJi;. : 
drftiiiie sign of maturity.I J 


- -" nuneuw ny Jr. wiuuir sign oi niwuniy." 

film production 


By Bede Perera 

in Colombo 
Special to Tha Star 

THE SRI Lankan film company 
Ceylon Theaters has been at the 
forefront of the film exhibition 
business for the iast 63 years. 
These films mainly comprise 
English speaking films from 
Hollywood and Tamil and Hindi 
“hns from India. However, in 
the late 'fortjes, Ceylon Theaters 
got Into the mainstream of Sri 
. Lankan cultural activity with 
the advenL of independence, and 
started producing films in Sinha¬ 
lese. 

Thus Ceylon Theaters got right 
into the position where it be* 
came one of the 'godfathers' of 
the Sinhalese film. After thriving 
up until the 'seventies, it stopped 
its production process, maybe 
because of a plethora of Slnha- 
rese mm producers had also en- 
Iped the business of film pro¬ 
duction. - r 

However now, after over twen¬ 
ty years off the production 
scene, Ceylon Theatres * have 
made a grand re-entry into Sin- 
nalMe film production, with one 
of thempst touching films ever 
made in-Sri Lanka, -Stree' 
(Woman). It stare Malani Fbnse- 
ka, the qtaeen of Sinhalese cine¬ 
ma in all of her crowning glory' : 
in the leading role as a poor vfl- 
lage woman who pulls her .vegS* 
table cart to the village fair. : 
What is more, Malani is also the 


director of the film. Thanks to 
the patronage of Ceylon-Thea¬ 
ters, MalanJ has brought about a 
{gmof a Sinhalese film, CT 
(Ceylon Theaters) has relumed 
to Sinhalese films at a time when 
producers are in dire need of in¬ 
vesting in films of quality. There 
£a!so another ripple effect of 
CTs participation, m that other 
producers will now be encour- 
aged to come forward to invest 
in high quality Sinhalese cinema 
productions, and not just to look 
towards making mints of money 
from commercial cinema, which 
to most intents and purposes 
consists of carbon copies ofHto’ 
di and Tamil films. CT deserves 
Srt Lanka's gratitude for the revi- 

_No record of the achievements 
of CT would ever be complete 
without reference to'-their "at* 
^^"Jj^inhalese film pro¬ 
duction. CT have said, "We were' 

we freed them courageousiv 
the inevitable respoSS^rf r 
cwnpany dedicated to film enter- 
tainment is to give, greatest va¬ 
riety to the mflsspe * . 







111 1945^55, setiS 

wr and framed out a number of 
£iohale$efilm ■ productions to 
senu IhO-dramahstSi; who had. 
made a name fa- 'thernasly^i hi I 


Spa 

§SSsiit=il 

®8fP' ggSpl 


One time Cfcrinnsg^^fjS' 
Them ere MrS. Setla 
at Use co&pMtf* 

-Wc are pcw| 

MaMgSi 

were J«» 
cduunodited 

OSSSS&, 

Agate. Cferioti. 
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By Fahd A. Salameh 

THIS WEEK'S literary figure 
will be Jordanian author Jamal 
Naji, whose novel Leavings of 
the Last Storms won the 1989-90 
State Prize for literature. 

Jamal Naji was bom in 1954 in 
Aqbat Jabr,' near Jericho. He 
spent his early childhood in his 
town of birth, but when the 1967 
war broke out and the West 
Bank fell under Israeli occupa¬ 
tion, the young Jamal left for the 
East Bank, where he settled with 
his family in Amman. Here he 
completed his preparatory and 
secondary classes at Raghadan 
Secondary School. During that 
period, he contributed to Jordani¬ 
an daily newspapers, and was 
greatly involved in school activi¬ 
ties. 

in 1973 lie studied artistic 
training at the teacher training 
college in Naour, and after grad¬ 
uating he taught in Saudi Arabia. 
He returned home, and took a 
post at one of the banks where 
he still works today. 

Jamal began his literary career 
as a poet, and published his poet¬ 
ry during the- '.seventies in JorJa- 
nian and Arab newspapers and 
journals. However, he soon shift¬ 
ed to tite art of the novel, which 
was better suited to his talent 
and temperament. In 1982, he 
published his llrsL novel. The 
Road to Bel-iitircth, which was 
awarded the prize of The Jorda¬ 
nian Writers' Association. In 
1984 he published his second 
novel. The Time, which woii The 
Best Book Prize. In 1988 ho 
published a collection of short 
stories, and itis third novel. 
Leavings of The. Lust Storms. He 
is currently working on iris 
fourth novel, which he hopes to 
complete soon. 

Jamal Naji is a member uf The 
Jordanian Writers' Association, 
and a devoted champion of the 
literary movement in this coun¬ 
try. 

Leavings of The Last Storms, 
published by the Arab Publish¬ 
ing Foundation for Studies in 
Beirut in 1988, cun be classified 
among the social realistic liter¬ 
ary works of the late twentieth 
century. In one of its aspects, it 
presents a portrait of urban en¬ 
croachment on rural land, and 
the social, demographic, and ec¬ 
onomic changes that affect the 
nature of such an area through 
the introduction of metropolitan 
developments. ' 

The novel begins with the 
memory of a rural site, the gene¬ 
sis of what later comes to be 
known as the Gipsies' Valley. 
Here are the first lines of the 
novel: 

Were the city to return to Us 
past vacancy, the valley would 
return to its past status , before 
Slblo tl the Gipsy, had settled 
'/down.fn it. A wild place, a point 
for the meetings of thieves who 
took shelter in Us dens and who 
. made them their secret holes, the 
. ..city, shall bellow in its empty 
: mountains and valleys, U shall 
■[ extend Its spider-Uke amis, and 
ntatfe m declare Ms harsh, . dumb 
[war agaiHsi \its empty spade* 
Here.jaQes overcrowd, andout 




Jamal Naji 

of them peeps Siblo's face, the 
Gipsy man, his wife Bahaj, then 
their daughter, Hajar. Othman 
Abu Barakah appears with his 
wife and his children, especially 


The Gipsies are simple folk, as 
are the peasants; but unlike the 
latter group, they pick quarrels 
among themselves for no oilier 
reason than quarrelling itself; 
and during those brawls, scan¬ 
dals are poured out and secrets 
are made known. However, 
when the quarrels are over, 
everything returns to normal. 

The following passage reveals 
the contrast in behavior between 
these two dissimilar components 
of this newly-formed society. It 
presents through its minute de¬ 
tails an insight into the psycholo¬ 
gy of both peasants and Gipsies, 
and die philosophy underlying 
their altitudes in life. 

Gipsies may have a particular 
philosophy in spreading out 
their scandals, and picking up 
quarrels. Known scandals can 


Hamid, the youngest — they all form a thick veil behind which 
appear, not becaitse they want to undisclosed secrets, which the 


communicate through this novel 
what they have on their minds, 
nor because 

they were the -;—-—— 

first to settle . /’ '.V-. 'i 

down in the 1 ■ i'.■ 

spare of this i y 

valley, but 

because they g Jv {'‘t&if 
were the r Mf * 

forerunners ’ • 
of the crowds 
vhkh made 

their habitat. . \. w'h;'* 

'V? V 1 V 

With these 

linos, • the ^ 1 

world of the \- j; . 
novel is in- 

traduced, and ifr .3 


peasants are certain exist, can 
be concealed. What makes the 



grove conceals a mystery?" 

The truth which remain un¬ 
perceived by the peasants, f- ?t:n 
after long years of dealing with 
the Gipsies, is that the act uf fa¬ 
miliarising scandals deprives 
them of their specialty, their se¬ 
crecy. and cf the futile attempts 
of guarding against their expo¬ 
sure ,* and they become part of 
the normal affairs. Similarly, re¬ 
current daily quarrels become 
daily traditions, providing the 
Gipsies with freedom of action, 
speech, and movement. It is 
through such means, that the 
Gipsies extracted the limits of 
their freedom from the peasant 
jungle. 

The secret of their relaxed 
foreheads, which distinguish 
them from the creased foreheads 
of peasants is, perhaps, the re¬ 
sult of their relief from the tragic 
atteinpts at concealing secrets 
and scandals, which,- through 
their recurrence, have provided 
humor for the gatherings f 
peasants. They > o 
. i „ 7 „ „l longer criticize the 

' | strange behavior 
- , i./4 °f Gipsies, as it ap- 
■ i V !’ ; .1 P ears w f onn port 
■SjHriVi of their customs; 
iM&W: rather, they _ ap- 




an explore- aj.tan 
lion of the 
genesis of so- ; -; %* f ; 
cial^ struc^ 

nwS is a 

scrutiny of the development of 
the bourgeoisie in a given-socle- 
, ty, where entrepreneurs are 
' quick to see and exploit the po¬ 
tential needs of society, and 
promptly make pie best of tiiem, 
'■ The Barakahs aid Nizar Abu 



peasants sure of this is the 
strange behavior of the Gipsies, 
Which . arouses interrogations 
such as: Why should the. Gipsies 
employ their own language in 
their conversations in the pres¬ 
ence dffarmers, and use the lan¬ 
guage of farmers in their quar- 


Khanjar manage to foresee the., guage of farmers in their quar- 

needs of the new society and ,re/j? . 

provide the necessary and luxury’ "Do they want us to know their 
commodities, achieving High secrets?” farmers wonder,.'The 


issue is far more profound than 


- .The society of the valley is that. They want to hide their se- 
, maiiily composed of twacatego- .crets and the incentives of their 
. ried- Gypsies and peasams. and ' enigmatic behaviour . behind 
we are made to in a realistic; ; ■fheir'feigned scandals; Can ft be 


• cough. 

n* worU °f ft 

Sit peasants is an ob- 

r scure one, so is 

■ thzir history in tite 

valley; what the 
y Gipsies know of 

that world is only 
raT: " what comes by 

chance to the eye 
K ^ orear ’ Gipsies 
gfr - I know nothing 
about Nizar Abu 
Khanjar's past, 
& Abu Salman and 
bis son Salman, or 

1^^^^^ disclose no secrets, 
nor 

with no apparent 
i ii8 gS fi | reason. And pt the 

eru * °f ever y P uar ~ 
ggg M ret; Gipsies usually 

veiled," despite the 
scandals they un- 
cover and invent; a 
statement they 
■ dart, perhaps as 
the..last shot " before cooling 
doyvn. . 

The two elements composing 
the society in the valley seem 
mysterious to each other. The 
Gipsies , are inscrutable to the 
peasants, and the peasants'are a 
closed book lb the Gipsies; a so¬ 
ciety of riddles and mysteries, 
both to itself and tije observer. 

In Jiis attempt to reveal the na¬ 
ture of such a social fabric, Ja¬ 
mal Naji succeeds 1 in presenting 
a landscape; of primitive life, 
simplicity,; and innocence, de- 


: ttyfe’ the Sup^sritiou? ,natures credible that thevfightfor a gOat: strayed through iHe steady: en- 
1 atrf beliefs of such; a .society*; ’.J or- ‘p sjfck of:ricft?; Of tteu. jhe cix^cfoperiLofurt^izatiotu ' \ 


The narrative technique Is the 
traditional omniscient narrator, 
who sees tilings not only exter¬ 
nally, but can also probe into the 
depths of the characters and re¬ 
veal their innermost hidden se¬ 
crete. Although the narrative is 
chronologically arranged, some 
events are revealed to the reader 
much later than their actual oc¬ 
currence, a device through which 
Jamal successfully captures the 
attention of the reader, encourag¬ 
ing him to carry on with the 
newly-introduced events. For in¬ 
stance, Bakaj'f. death is an event 
that takes place in the first few 
pages of titc novel, but the de¬ 
tails of that event only appear in 
the third part of the novel, no 
less than eighty pages away. 

Leaving of the Last Storm is a 
rich novel with regards to the va¬ 
riety of themes and ideas it tack¬ 
les nnd displays. It is, in one of 
its meanings, the story of the es¬ 
tranged artist, represented in the 
character of Siblo, in a merci¬ 
less, developing society. Siblo, 
who is nicknamed El-Far, that is. 

The mouse’, stands out as the un¬ 
alterable memory of the past in a 
rapidly-moving, rapidly- 

changing society. The implica¬ 
tions which his nickname entail 
are varied and vexing. 

In another aspect of the novel, 
it presents a study of the influ¬ 
ence of superstition and rumors 
on a society dominated by pov¬ 
erty and illiteracy, and the de¬ 
structive role they play in formu¬ 
lating beliefs and moulding the 
mentality. In this area, the novel 
is a realistic depiction of such in¬ 
fluences and their impact. 

Social exploitation and social 
parasites are the third aspect 
which the novel successfully ex¬ 
poses and reveals. The land of 
the valley is sold twice to the 
same people, exploited in both 
deals by die same family, who 
neither possessed die land nor 
the riglu nf selling it, that is the 
family of Abu Barakah. When 
the rod owner appears, demand- 
. ing either payment or departure, 
the same family, aided this time 
by a new parasite, Nizar Abu , 
Khanjar, make the best of the 
circumstance and take commis¬ 
sions in return for convincing 
the residents to pay the request-; 
ed sums. 

Exploitation takes other forms, 
including human exploitation for •• 
sexual ends, In this field, Hajar,,. 
Siblo's daughter j is the focus for 
both Jabar Abu Barakh and Ni¬ 
zar Abu Khanjar. . 

Leaving cf the Lqst Storms de¬ 
scribes a network of relations be¬ 
tween individuals; families, and l 
the groupings Of two races, 
brought together by circumstanc- ■ ■ 
es beyond their choice or poweri 
Jt also describes the role Of lime: 
in welding them into, a coherent, 
homogeneous society that has its' 
own common characteristics, in*. 

• forests, fears, hopes and aspira¬ 
tions for the future.. Ids,in this . 

1 sense, a unique work of art, d 
. study in social development and 
social psychology. ■ 

Fahd.Salameh Is a producer at 
Radio Jordan, He has an MAY 
’in English Literature from foe < 
University of Jordan. 
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Who's winning the bilaterals? 

JS? Arab parlies 10 * e negotiations prepare themselves for 
the fifth round of bilateraJs wilh Israel scheduled to take place on Mon¬ 
day in,the US capital, Arabs are asking themselves who is winning in the 
peace talks so far. It Is true that Palestinian negotiators, returning from 
Cairo alter sitting for a crash course in Israel-negotiating at the hands of 
veteran Egyptian diplomats, have a lot to be proud of in terns of public 
relations victories over increasingly isolated Israeli negotiating teams, 
but the question still stands: Where is the beef? & 

Apart from minor media stunts and an increasingly improved Palestine 

f ™ r rId ' *? reamics ofthe situation have not changed 
® fa< *' P ^ es ^ an f coming from the occupied territories speak of a 

mad drive by the Shamir government to colonize what little remains of 
A«b l^ ln the West Bank and Gaza, while the iron fist on S “cS- 
pation hardens its grip over the daily lives of millions of Palestinians di¬ 
minishing any real hope for an end to occupation. 

In addition to mounting frustration with the peace process among Ar- 
* s '* e conclusions that one may arrive at from observing the Israeli po- 
tical arena converge into one frightening reality: Israel's poliUcaleslab- 
lshment is unable to shake off the heritage of more ma“r?rf 
Likud right-wing politics, which prophesizes turning the whole of Pales- 
lhe K'ngdom of David of biblical times in spite of historical, po- 
litical, demographic and legal contradictions. 

TOs is apparent from the way Prime Minister Shamir is waging his re- 
electtnn campaign/nie incumbent Shamir is furthering his anachronistic 
h * s negotiators to Washington while untehlng 
til of Israel s near bankrupt treasury to bankroll settlement schemes in 
. the occupied areas. Moreover, the man makes it clear, that ihese territo- 
.-.ES5JJ ™ Ver be reli ^ uished ' Then: is no mason to belLve *at S is 

So fhis exercise in futility which we now call the peace process has de- 
n^L* 0 lhe pco P£ wh ° de P end on It most; the PalestW- 

gr gg g&w fr 

? A 0v ? r - ^ther Arabs, nor Israelis, are stirred any 

Se US Smte S rvhl^ r ? b ^ Israeli negotiators strolling in and out of 
■ £ tal [e J Defcartraent at the end of each session to face a throb of be¬ 

mused reporters, only to repeat the same phrases again and again- "No 
progress, Uitle progress, no substance, little substance..." 

J e ’ the United States and Britain are quickly exhausting their ' 

: S countries like Iraq and.Ubya arid have S ‘' 

enough lniagiftmiori to uansfomi a once peaceful UN into a militant 
ti^^m^^nStraops.slapplng sancdons^dls- 

• : So who te winning the bilateral rounds so faf? Certainly not the Aral* ' 


Iraqi refugees face 
a bleak future 


By Karen Dabrowska 

TENS OF thousands of Iraqi refugees are 
languishing in comps in Iran and Saudi 
Arabia. Their hosts, although sympathetic 
to their plight, would like to sec a long¬ 
term solution to the problem. There is little 
prospect of the refugees setting permanent¬ 
ly in the host countries or in a third coun¬ 
try or of returning home, where they face 
arrest, torture or death. A bleak future 
seems to follow a tragic past. 

The exact numbers involved in the Iraqi 
diaspora vary. The Iraqi Civilian Aid 
(ICA) estimates there are between 
600,000-800,000 Iraqi refugees in Iran 
while, according to an Iranian government 
spokesman, the total number of Iraqis who 
crossed the border into what was enemy 
territory during the first Gulf war, now 
stands at one million — 400,000 Shias and 
600,000 Kurds. 

According to the United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees (UNHCR), from 
the exodus of some 1.4 million into Iran, 
some 70,000 remain in camps. 

Reports received by ICA and yet to be 
confirmed independently indicate that an¬ 
other 200,000 Iraqis may also be stranded 
in H3 oil pumping areas in the Jordanian 
desert. But Jordan's ambassador to Lon¬ 
don, Fouad Ayoub, said that he had con- 
tacted the competent authorities in Jordan 
who had told him that reports of Iraqi refu¬ 
gees being stranded at Point H3 were not 
true. 

The 15 main refugee camps in Iran are in 

K t need of medical help, blanket and 
ngs and essential food supplies on a 
continuous basis, plus schooling for the 
children. The teachers in the camps are 
volunteers and there is no provision for 
their salaries. The relief officials on the 
scene believe that the refugees also need 
work and that the establishment of small 
clothing and weaving factories would help 
them become independent. The refugees 
include many orphans and disabled per¬ 
sons who need constant attention. 

The Iranian government, mortified by 
the lack of assistance from the internation¬ 
al community, is spending an average of 
.,£r r pcrS0n P er % on the refugees. 

The response from the international 
community has been veiy nominal — pra c- 
tically nothing,' an Iranian government 
spokesman said. "Those with relatives can 
J ran - JHiai's the policy with 
Afghans, Kurds and Iraqis. Those with no- 

“S S fi&2/£. e to them." • 

The UNHCR says it has begun a 'winter- 
lzation program where the first of some 

4 nnnn Wim ? ? d shellers housin 8 up to 
■ 40 * 000 T ?® o P ,e have b«en completed. 

But ICA coordinator Abdul Wahab A1 
Hakim says the organization was only ac¬ 
tive in August and September last year. He 
■ WWR was overwhelmed^ Z 
magnitude of the problem, escorted the ref- 

SSrftte “ q ‘ torder ““ ldl them 10 

A1 Hakim believes that foreign aid or- 
. ^uons m the south of Iran have been 
l hotweeri. International aid 
. agencies.have faced logistical problems 

chanEe mone y at 

’ ; ihfch spokesperson sa id that ai 

: JJ® s £ cll f s for Jbe wintering program were 
. put m ,place. There was in fact an over- 
. ft^ply and some were sent to northern 

y Thc : spokespason saiti that the Interna¬ 


tional Office for Migration assisted those 
who wanted to return to Iraq where an am¬ 
nesty had been declared but emphasized 
there wns no forced return of refugees. 

ICA is one of the most active small aid 
agencies run by volunteers from a modest 
room m a London office block. It has re¬ 
ceived £200,000 from the Overseas Devel¬ 
opment Agency and hopes to finish a 
housing project for 4,000 refugee camo 
residents in Isfahan within the next two 
months. It has also been active in provid¬ 
ing the refugees with food and clothing 
and has collected 4,000 signatures from I 
refugees who have been moved from Saf- 
wai — a border crossing between Iraq 
and Kuwait — to Iran, demanding these 
displaced persons be included in the com¬ 
pensation for the Gulf War which Iraq is 
required to pay. 

Iran s Imam Khomeini Foundation 
meanwhile, has spent $1 million securing 
clothing, blankets and foodstuffs for every 
refugee who is able to leave the camps for 
a home in the city — usually with families 
in Qom, Mashad, Isfahan or Tehran. 

In Saudi Arabia conditions are much 
worse. The UNHCR reports that Saudi 
Arabia now accommodates 35,000 Iraqis 
in two camps — Artawiych and Rafha. 
t The Saudi government has informed 
UNHCR that it has spent over $22 million 
on food, medical and relief supplies for 
the refugees and PoWs, but the State De¬ 
partment and independent human rights 
and refugee organizations have expressed 
fears for their safely. 

These fears follow the State Depart¬ 
ment s human rights report for 1991 which 
said that as many as 283 Iraqis may have 
been sent back from Saudi Arabia in con¬ 
travention of promises. 

According to the State Department, the 
Saudi refugee camps hold about 22,000 
Iraqi civilians mostly from a Shia area or 
southern Iraq that tried unsuccessfully to 
rebel against Saddam Hussein in the after- 
matli of the Gulf War. 

In addition 13,000 to 14,000 Iraqi pris¬ 
oners of war, rc-classificd as refugees, are 
also held in Saudi camps, Aziz Abu Ham¬ 
ad, senior researcher at Middle East 
Watch, a human rights organization based 
in New York, said the Iraqi refugees in 
Saudi Arabia arc exposed to "religious in¬ 
doctrination and abuse" by their hosts. 

Abu Hamad also said that there have 
been confirmed Incidents of violence in 
u ’T M. sce rod that Iraqis have 
been lulled. He said the Saudi government 
had disciplined guards for opening fire. 

But Sayed Baqir Al Hakim, the chair¬ 
man of the Supreme Council for the Islam¬ 
ic Revolution in Iraq, who visited the 
camps, said he left with a very favourable 
impression. 

He pointed out that the kingdom did not 
wish to talk about the good work it was 
doing regarding die Iraqi refugees. He said 
that the services and welfare it was provid¬ 
ing for the refugee brothers were almost 
unparalleled in the world today. 

While the quote, "all dressed up and no 
where to go" may apply to wealthy Iraqis 
miq escaped to Jordan with their savings, 

• c .F a 1 ! h°usands in Iran and 

' . kj a i$ atragic confirmation that 

, the saying as cold as charity" is applica¬ 
ble to the international community, ■ ■ 
i . Academic File 

Karep Dabrowska is a writer and re- 
:searcher based In London. 
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Putting the Arab world on the map 

A ^rintinncl??iU 68 u P' to " date . info ™a‘ion on the various states of the Arab world with 
descriptions of the culture, society and economy of a region that is rapidly growing in 

world importance yet remains little understood in the West. 


CAIRO— The definition of 'atlas' is a 
collection of maps. But the Atlas of the 
Arab World is far more than that. Certain¬ 
ly it's a mine of information, maps and 
statistics, but it's also an accessible and 
detailed reference work. 

Maxime Rodinson, the internationally 
renowned professor at the Ecole Pratique 
des Hautes Etudes in Paris, has written the 
preface which he begins quite dramatical¬ 
ly: "Arabs, the Arab people, the Arab 
world arouse passions. Whether because 
of the Initiatives they take, or because of 
the trials they go through, or simply be¬ 
cause of their very presence in a central 
zone of the globe, they remain a centre of 
world attention. They nave always evoked 
an extraordinary amount of love or ha¬ 
ired." 

There is no denying the complexity and 
volatility of that part of the world — all 
the better to collate information which 
will promote understanding, although Ro¬ 
dinson admits that understanding Arabs in 
the varied manifestations of their culture 
is difficult "They are a large human 
group spread over a vast territory," he 
says. "In many ways, they are very differ¬ 
ent from one another, as can be expected 
in such a large area where the history and 
environment vary so greatly." 

Author Philippe Fargues, a sociologist 
and a statistician, is attached to the United 
Nations and the French foreign ministry 
as an Arab world expert. Co-author Rafic 
Boustani is an advisor to the United Na¬ 
tions on the territorial ‘changes and in 
France is the director of the Plani-Presse 
agency. They have gathered information 
on all 21 states of the Arab region, en¬ 
compassing the Near and Middle East, 
North Africa, Mauritania and the Horn of 
Africa. Chapters on The Borders, Ethnic 
Groups and Religions, Population, Socie¬ 
ty, Culture, Cities, Agriculture, Oil and 
Industry, Regional Unity, The State, and 
Palestine, are each sub-divided to cover 
such topics as minorities, health, educa¬ 
tion, international trade and the foreign 
nationals who play an important part in 
many an Arab land. 

Fargues and Boustani state that the aim 
of a geopolitical atlas of the Arab world is 
not simply to emphasize unifying poten¬ 
tial but also to delect fracture areas and 
areas of disunity. They cite the example • 
of oil. "Oil creates the first dominant rift, 
rot so much because it-allowed countries 
that have It unprecedented economic ex¬ 
perimentation, but more profoundly still 
because the comforts afforded by oil in¬ 
come have frozen some social structures. 
In those societies lacking black gold,' ec¬ 
onomic difficulties brought about evolu¬ 
tion. 
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of the Arab world, much larger popula¬ 
tions, incited in some cases by the bank¬ 
ruptcy of totalitarian ideologies and in - 
others by persisting misery, seem to 
unearth seemingly forgotten differences. 

The Atlas of the Arab World commenc¬ 
es with a history of the region, deemed a 
creation of the twentieth century, and the 
shaping of borders, some of which are 
controversial today. Power and Islam are 
discussed in the following section and the 
authors ask — who is Arab? Their re¬ 
sponse is that one theory gives this desig¬ 
nation only to the descendants of the 
tribes of the Arabian peninsula and of the 


"Oil creates the first domi¬ 
nant rift , not so much be¬ 
cause it allowed countries 
that have it unprecedented 
economic experimentation f 
but more profoundly still be¬ 
cause the comforts afforded 
by oil income have frozen 
some social structures.” 


nj nesc Maronites, Egyptian 
Copts or North African 
v jjjfl Moors are also Arab, say 

the authors. 

i Although the Arab 

s ~ — ?yy T world represents only a 

small part of the world's 
urtrisuiM population, barely four 

«o.ooo per cem — many of its 

countries being quite 
sparsely populated — the 
forecast is for a steady 
. population rise in the re- 

i gion. In 1900, the total 

< ■' population of the Arab 

§&,r \ countries was only 36 

. \ million, less than half that 

'SEnfW of, for example, the Unit- 

yPtS / ed Stales. In 1996 the 

j population of the Arab 

/ world is expected to cx- 

aJLfi coed that of the United 

/ Slates and according to 

United Nations' projec¬ 
tions, there will be a half 
- billion Arabs before the 

nludylng obrond. year 2030 . 

As far as the media In 
the area is concerned, the authors assert 
that even in their wildest dreams, the fa¬ 
thers of the Nahda , the Arab renaissance 
called for by a circle of intellectuals al the 
end of the 19th century, would not have 
been able to foresee the 3,000 titles — 


nave » unprecedented economic ex- people conquered during the first century 
penmentation, but more profoundly still era. 

because the comforts afforded by oil in- Conversely, another political-cultural 
rorne have frozen some social structures, argument claims "anybody who speaks 

in those societies lacking -black gold,' ec- one of variants of the Arabic language 

onomic difficulties brought about evolu- w ho considers the history of the Arab 
..... , • ; people as part of his or her heritage is 

Oil did not gush forth just anywhere.. Arab." If one accepts this theory, Leba- 
put most often in countries in which tnbal 

«w was most solidly anchored," they r — -;— -— 


argue. Energy, that symbol of modem 
times, thus reinforced tradition. 

Thus* it is not by chance that indicators 
apparently so far removed from one an¬ 
other as the volume of hydrocarbon ex¬ 
ports and the limitations placed on wom¬ 
ens rights, or even human rights, produce 
many maps that look so muen alike" , 

Prom the 1920s cm, oil was exploited bn 
an industrial scale, yet the Arab world h$d • 
to wail another 50 years before gaining,, 
^al control over its main resource. Arab 
copntries sdll have vast reserves of oil, . 
rod despite fluctuations in demand and 
rollns prices, the authors predict a brij- 
: Urot future for Arab oil states. 

; The. authors maintain that as the, Arab 
world unfolds over the two "skies" of the 
planet it is torn between contradictory ,in-. 

Clinshraia ! Tn lid nnidh nnwiwniil 1 Pll.' 
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The fragility of the area is confirmed — 
21 ware for 21 Arab members of the Unit¬ 
ed Nations. In less than half a century of 
existence, we learn, none of them has 
been able to find a way to avoid unleash¬ 
ing its troops, some on its borders, some 
against revolts or in civil wars. 

Finally, the vexed question of Palestine. 
Of all Lhe great political causes, the de¬ 
fence of the rights of the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple is the only one to be taken up unani¬ 
mously by the whole Arab world. Firom 
Algiers to Aden,, from Rabat to Baghdad, 
not a single dissenting voice was heard at 
least not until the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait 
and its backlash against the Palestinians. 
It is reassuring to know that there can be 
unison. 

Conoisely laid out and well illustrated, 
the book enhances knowledge of the Arab 
world, but more importantly it will pro¬ 
mote comprehension of this huge area and 
Its diverse inhabitants. ■ 

Academic File 

Margaret Crockett is the assistant edi¬ 
tor of Academic File. 

ATLAS OF THE ARAB WORLD Geo¬ 
politics and Society. By Rafic Boustani 
and PbiUppe Fargues. Facts on File. 
144pp. Hardback. ISBN 0-8160-2346-8. 
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KABUL: Muslim groups were scram¬ 
bling for the spoils of victory in Afghani¬ 
stan after the fall of NaJ Ibullat&reginie. 
Foreign governments pleaded for restraint 
to avoid a new bloody civil war. The 
United States, Iran and the United Nations 
have called for restraint in Mujahedecn 
forces deployed around Kabul following 
the ousting of president Najibullah last 
week. Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif held talks with guerrilla leaders to 
try to persuade them to accept a UN peace 
plan which calls for the setting up of a 
transitional government, a ceasefire and 
elections. Unconfirmed reports said earli¬ 
er rival guerrilla factions have clashed in 
the Western Afghan city of Herat. Mean¬ 
while President Najibullah was reported 
out of the country with the help of UN 
mediators. Western observers believe an 
Islamic republic will be proclaimed in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

LIBYAN CRISIS: Syrian President Ha¬ 
fez Al Assad made a tour of the Arabian 
Gulf states to muster support for Libya 
and for Ills own country should It too find 
itself in a similar stand-off with the West 
Diplomats in the Gulf said Syria feared 
UN sanctions against Libya could eventu¬ 
ally lead to similar measures taken against 
Syria, which is still on the US list of. 
countries supporting terrorism. The Syri¬ 
an state-run airlines will not comply with 
UN sanctions against Libya and intend to 
continue its flights to Tripoli. The govern¬ 
ment made no official announcement on 
the continuation of the flights, but the 
Syrian press has criticized the UN- 
imposed sanctions. So far, only Iraq and 
Sudan in the Arab world said they will not 
honour the sanctions. Meanwhile, Arab 
observers have expressed fear that Wash¬ 
ington will seek tougher sanctions against 
Libya — probably a freeze of foreign as¬ 
sets — if Tripoli fails to surrender two 
Libyans in the Lockerbie airliner bombing 
to be tried in Scotland. Libyan President 
Miramar Qaddahfl met on Tuesday 
with Egypt's Hosni Mubarak near die 
Libyan-Egyptian borders to discuss the 
UN sanctions and the possibility of sur¬ 
rendering the two men. 

ALGIERS: All Haroun, a member of 
Algeria's five-man presidency, has said 
that the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) was 
banned because it committed murder, as¬ 
sassination and other violent acts. His re¬ 
marks were the first official comment on 
why the FIS was ordered dissolved on 
February 4. 

KUWAIT; Iran's Foreign Minister All 
Akbar Velayati held talks with lop Ku¬ 
waiti officials on political ties, oil policy 
and the return of Kuwaiti airplane flown 
to Iran by Iraq during the Giuf war. The 
two countries were reported in disagree¬ 
ment over foreign interference in the se¬ 
curity of the Gulf region, 

BAGHDAD* A UN expert leading the de¬ 
struction of Iraqi ballistic missile produc¬ 
tion facilities has said the demolition was 
going well and Iraq was complying with 
Security Council demands. Christopher 
Holland said he expected ail related 
equipment and buildings to be destroyed 
thfe week. 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM: Israeli oc¬ 
cupation authorities will-permit the gradu¬ 
al reopening of the last of six Palestinian 
universities shut daring much ofthe four- 
year Palestinian uprising, the Israeli de-, 
fence ministry has said. A spokesman for 
Bir ?eit University said he ho^ed soriie 
classes would resume by April 29, but 
stressed no opening date has berm set; 





































Building a better mousetrap 

Taiwan awakens world to realities 


SINCE THE inauguration 
of the Six-Year National 
Development Plan in July 
of last year, the ROC's 
foreign relations have ex¬ 
panded on many fronts, 
diplomatic ties or no. 

What with Taipei and Pe¬ 
king both claiming sove¬ 
reignty over all China, it 
has not been easy for the 
ROC — physically control¬ 
ling only Taiwan and ad¬ 
joining island outposts — 
to win the formal recogni¬ 
tion of even those countries 
agreeing with ROC princi¬ 
ples and supporting Tai¬ 
wan's fight for freedom and 
democracy for all the Chi¬ 
nese people. 

Since early 1988. howev¬ 
er, the Taipei leadership 
-has reshaped its foreign 
policy in the interests of 
forming "substantial," if 
not substantive, relation¬ 
ships with other countries 
outside the pale of political 
protocol in regard to diplo¬ 
matic recognition and sen¬ 
sitivities over sovereignty. 

This new trailblazing for¬ 
eign policy, often described 
as "pragmatic" or "flexi¬ 
ble," has not yet been fully 
'explored by scholarly re¬ 
search or dissertation as to 
its past and present effec¬ 
tiveness and potential long¬ 
term influence on the af¬ 
fairs of nations. The ROC's 

use of it has been enhanced 
by the position of strength 
the Taipei government has 
: been able to deal from be- . 
cause of Taiwan's continu¬ 
ing economic growth and : 
the lucrative foreign con¬ 
tracts up for grabs in the 
US$303 billion Six-Year 
National Development 
Plan, . . . 

The ROC's . ambitious, 
multi-billidn-dollar plan of . 
development is aimed at el¬ 
evating. Taiwan to: fully in¬ 
dustrialized status by the 
end of this century with the 
help of the expertise of 
friendly nations, vying for . , 
the construction projects. ■ . 

During die past sevjerai ’. 
months, many high-level 
foreign officials have visit? 
ed Taiwan, even though 
their countries officially;' 
recognize mainland China s 
government; ‘in 

. Former US S^etary of 
Stare Gcorgt Shultz visited !. : . 
the island in i November ~ 
1991-: French Secretary of y 
State for Foreign ■ 
Jeah-Noel Jeanneney came U 
in January 1992, arid John / 
Redwood, Britain's minis-.:! 


ter of corporate affairs for 
the Department of Trade 
and Industry, became the 
highest-ranking British of¬ 
ficial to visit Taiwan in 42 
years when he dropped in 
on Taipei in February. 

Australian Minister of 
Transport and Communica¬ 
tions Graham Richardson 
reportedly expects to visit 
the ROC in March. Rich¬ 
ardson will become the 
first Australian minister- 
level official to visit the 
ROC while still in office. 

Then, late last month. 
Beverly Dolan, vice chair¬ 
man of the US President's 
Export Council, led a trade 
mission to Taiwan, the first 
such delegation approved 
and supported by an Amer¬ 
ican president in 10 years. 
The EC vice president 
Martin Bangemann visited 
Taiwan from April 10-13, 
and Ministry-Level offi¬ 
cials from the Netherlands 
are due in Taiwan this 
week, while May will wit¬ 
ness visits by officials from 
Sweden and Finland. The 
trend by which more Euro¬ 
pean government officials 
are visiting Taiwan was 
spearheaded by France last 
year. 

The main incentive of 
these visits by these states¬ 
men was to seek possible 
opportunities for participa¬ 
tion of their industrial cap¬ 
tains in the ROC's Six- 
Year National Develop¬ 
ment Plan, and to promote 
the kind of bilateral eco- 
nomic relations that would 
make such investment pos¬ 
sible. ' 

Other countries such as 
Canada, Italy, Japan, Ger¬ 


many and Russia —- all 
having diplomatic ties with 
Peking — also have im¬ 
proved their relations with 
Taiwan to benefit from the 
dynamic island's free¬ 
wheeling global enterprise. 

Latvia and the Philip¬ 
pines are two of the most 
important examples of how 
the ROC has been develop¬ 
ing its foreign relations in 
the world to which Main¬ 
land Communist Chnia has 
been trying to shut the door 
to Taiwan. 

Latvia, one of the 15 re¬ 
publics in the former So¬ 
viet Union, concluded a 
consulate exchange pact 
with the ROC on Jan. 29 of 
this year, allowing Taipei 
to set up a consulate- 
general office under the 
name of the Republic of 
China in the capital city of 
Riga. 

The newly independent 
Baltic state is the first 
country to establish gov- 

emment-to-govemment re¬ 
lations with the ROC while 
still maintaining formal 
diplomatic ties with the 
Chinese government on the 
mainland. 

The Latvia case is very 
meaningful for Taipei au¬ 
thorities because it broke 
Peking’s diplomatic bottle¬ 
neck, effectively demon¬ 
strating that Taiwan's eco¬ 
nomic achievement has 
upgraded the ROC's politi¬ 
cal status in the internation¬ 
al community. 

The fact that Peking did 
not sever relations with the 
Baltic state over the pact, 
as it did when seven other 
countries recognized the le¬ 
gitimacy of the ROC in re¬ 


cent years, was also consid¬ 
ered indicative dint Peking 
officials were aware of 
their own need for grenter 
flexibility and tolerance in 
regard to Taipei's econom¬ 
ic diplomacy. 

The Taipei-Manila in¬ 
vestment guarantee agree¬ 
ment, enacted Feb. 28 of 
this year, was another dip¬ 
lomatic victory for the 
ROC. 

This pact was witnessed 
and endorsed by ROC Vice 
Economics Minister Lee 
Shu-jou and Philippines 
Under-secretary of Trade 
and Commerce Tomas Al¬ 
cantara, giving Taipei new 
incentive to forge stronger 
ties with countries having 
no diplomatic ties with the 
island. 

The official titles of the 
two countries were primed 
on the Taipei-Manila pact, 
the first time the name of 
the Republic of China has 
appeared on an official 
agreement Taipei has 
struck with a country that 
recognized Peking. 

The other political victory 
for Taipei in regard to the 
Philippines was the fact 
that President Corazon 
Aquino announced on Feb. 
24 of this year that she was 
lifting a ban on visits to 
Taiwan by high-level offi¬ 
cials of the Manila govern¬ 
ment. 

Former US President 
Richard Nixon's visit to 
mainland China two dec¬ 
ades ago sparked the "Chi¬ 
na fever" that spread quick¬ 
ly throughout the world. 

The Western world sud¬ 


denly found that mainland 
China was not only strate¬ 
gically significant in coun¬ 
tering the former Soviet 
Union, but also economi¬ 
cally meaningful in absorb¬ 
ing Western products. 

Twenty years later, how¬ 
ever, the fever over the po- 
tential of the mainland has 
cooled, due to the collapse 
of communist regimes in 
Eastern Europe and Russia. 

Awakening the sleeping 
giant that was the Chinese 
mainland did not particu¬ 
larly benefit the Western 
world because the Marxist 
system had too severely 
hamstrung the behemoth 
for too long to allow it to 
match the pace of the 
world that was so rapidly 
passing it by. 

But .now, Taiwan's eco¬ 
nomic achievement has 
sparked a new kind of Chi¬ 
na fever on the intonation 
al scene. 

This Chinese economic 
animal, one of Asia's "Four 
Little Dragons," did not 
have to be uwakened. 

With the world's richest 
holdings of foreign curren¬ 
cy reserves and fast ap¬ 
proaching 10th ranking 
among international trad¬ 
ers. Taiwan has ben awak¬ 
ening the world to what 
can be accomplished by 
profit-oriented entrepren¬ 
eurs operating in a free en¬ 
terprise environment — 
and an appreciative world 
has suddenly become very 
pragmatic about the value 
of "substantial relations" in 
the absence of diplomatic 
ties. ■ 


SUCCESS STORY of R.O.C. (TAIWAN) 


GROWTH RATO % GW (US$ BILLION) PER CAPITA 

GNP(US$) 


1953 9.34 

I960 6.44 

1970 11.32 
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. 1982 4 05 

; 1983 8.65 
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Roman pour occidentaux 

Intifada, le "reve fou" 
des Palestiniens 

Sami Al-Sharif, auteur jordanien signe son premier roman sur la r6volte des 
pierres dans les Territoires-occup6s. En Frangais dans le textel 


LA PREMIERE quality de ce liv- 
re, e'est qu'il est fecrit cn Franks. 
Sami Al-Sharif, l'auteur jordanien 
vouiait que "Lea rftves fous d'un 
lanceur de pierres" puisse femou- 
voir les masses occidentalcs. 
C'dtait sa principalc motivation. 
Faire en sorte que les sempiter- 
nels accrochages entre les re- 
belles palestiniens et les pa- 
irouilles Israfelicnnes ne se 
rfesument plus k des chiffres laco- 
niques. Deux marts ct tant de 
blessfis, disent les joumaux dans 
des articles qui n'intferessent plus 
personne, Qui banallsent la mort 
en I'affichanl tous les jours & la 
"une". Sami Al-Sharif leur rfe- 
pond en les ulilisanl. "Los Rfeves 
fous d'un lanceur de Pierres" csl 
un conglomferat d'histoires vraics, 
plochfees pendant deux longues . 
anndcs dans Louies sortes de ^ca¬ 
nards”. L'fecrivain redonno vie 
aux dfepfechcs. II rofail les mlscs- 
en-sefene, invcnic des personnag- 
es, comme cclul d 1 Ahmad, martyr 
de la resistance. 

La Cause 

Des personnages comme celui- 
ci, 11 en existe des milllera dans 
les Territoires-occupds, Mais Us 
onl tous les rafemes rfeflexes, les 
rafemea mots sonant de leurs 
jxmehes: la Cause, lElat palestin- 
ien... Des concepts qui devlen- 
ncn * le pain quotidien des rfevol- 
tes des T.O. Jour ct nuit, ces gens 
sont k la mere! d'un contrfele 
dldentltfe ou d'une descent© de 
police, Un Jeune peul k tout mo¬ 
ment, pour avoir land une pierre, 
dfeclencher des rqjrfesallles, La 
tension est permanente. Un lever 
de solell, e’est toqjours ja de gag- 
ne sur une vie qui petit s'arrftter 
net. C'est une lueur o'espoir dans 
une guerre ou tous les coups sont 
pemtis. . . 

Les combattants de Tlntifada 
utilisent une palette d'armes qui 
va du vulgaire caillou k la proerfe-, 
atlon. Les' Palestiniens . sont 
"phauds" dit Sami Al-Sharif. fl< 
veut dire que fafre des enfaiits,. 
cest.aussi tabriquer des combat-, 
tfents. Lorsque Linda,, charmante 
paiestinienne veut se marier avec 
A®®".! Wros de la resistance ' 
par tant de combats, elle n't 

a time idfee en [fete; sa succession 
1 doit fetre un garCon; el. devour 
membre de la Direction Nation- 
ale Uniflfee de llntifada. de Ha¬ 


mas. Ou bicn 

agir seul 

comme le 

jcunc Khader 

qui ddcide dc ■ 

r^pan dre de 

l'huilc sur la , 

route pour 

stopper ! 

l'avancde d'une ) 

patrouille is- ; . ; 

rafelienne. D af- \ . - V 

fuble son opfer- j 

alien i 

commando du . • .... 

nom dc sa 

tnfcrc, "Oum '! 

Amcr", avant j ■ 

de so rendro j • 

aux troupes cn- : • 

ncmics. A la i •’IlMmI 
"cinqulfeme ar- ; 
mdc du : r;n . 2P 

mondc”. • 

Le roman dc i •' 

Sami Al Sharif j • 
n’cmplolc pas 
dc termes 
ddulcorfes et ir- 

oniques pour ! 

1'enneml. Pas 
de "volsihs" 
qui tiennent. 

Les Israfetiehs • “ 

sont nommfes et diabolisms a 


Sami At-Sftarif 


,•*. . ...•.[••• ■. 


nUmceur 
de pierres 
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sont nommfes et diabolisfes a nienne. H est nfe k Jferusalem en 
rextrfeme. La Jeep est dfecrite *1962, Bien que n'ayant pas vfecti 


comme une "monture du raal", 
confuo pour "fecraser, fevincer, 
terrorised. Bile fait tout pour ren- 
dre "handlcapfe, incapable et fecra- 
sfe". El ses occupants? L'image tfe* 
Ifevisfee du soldat qui casse les 
bras des Palestiniens k coups de 
pierre n'est que broutille k cotfe de 
celle doanfee dans ie roman. Ici, il- 
tue sans l'ombre d'un remords,: • • 
aussi bien, les femmes quo les en-. 
fants. Et en plus avec un eynlsme. 
qui confine au sadisme, 

"Dot pour la paW 

a'" . ". _ 1 ' '. • • • . ‘ , 

. Un soir, un gouvemeuf mill- 
taire qtifeiconqtie annonce aux 
parents les "dfeefes malencontrtux 


parents les "dfeefes malenoontrtux ;• inoigugge romanefe, male pas .en- 
de leurs fils", n leur prfeseite les y core qui vise tout comme le 
condolfeahces de T^anal et deS au- p^jef icj masses occidentales 
leurs de I'acte <pi d&iinfonnto. ■ , ■: 
qu'accomplit* leurs tfeches et apr “ . 

' r f ■ • >>•::. ^ 

n'est tmiecrotPO^. ^ 

personne. ,e 4 ;'d , or!gin 6 '?»les li -.,N' ; L^noattam 1^,. 


ITnllfade, H erabrasse la Cause k 
sa raanifere, en sulvant des fetudes 
: en France. Sami Al-Sharif est tit- 
lilaire d'une : licence et d'utie • 
maitrise en traduction et interpre¬ 
tation de lUnlversltfe de Lyon' II 
et docteur fes-Lettres en Liufera- 
ture et Civilisation ftanpalse <te 
lUniversitfe de Lyqn In, Ce rdr 
mail, qui selon.lui, parail dans la ' 
iangue du peuple it plus sensible - 
aux problfemes des Palestiniens en 
appelle un autre. Le suivaht, "Le 
perdant de Bagdad k Jferusalem!' 

J ilante son dfecor dans le Golfp,' 
ors de I'expulsion en masse des 
Palestiniens. Un. deiixifeme tfe-. 
moignage romanefe, mais pas . en¬ 
core fed jtfe qui vise tout comme le 
premier les masses ofecldentales 
dfea inform fees. ■ , • 

•j '• j- . PVaacteM^zoyer. 

I'Les rfeves fpusd'utilaDceurde 



La Syrle, qui a menaci it deux reprises de braver Vembargo 
airien contre la Lybte a dd subtr les accusations du Time 
Magazine . Selon le journal, Vattentat de Lockerbie auraU 4li 
organlsi par un terrorists syrien. Celul-cl auraU vis£ six em¬ 
ployes de la CIA qui voyagealent dans I'avion . 


iyyyff:wyy^yy • i < : yu 


DEMENTI - Adrian Abou Odeh, qui avait fechafaudfe un plan 
pour Jferusalem dans le journal "Foreign Affairs", a felfi aussitfet 
rappelfe k Tordre par Kamel Abu Jaber. Selon le ministre des Af¬ 
faires fetrangferes, le tout nouvel ambassadeur de Jordan ie auprfes 
des Nations Unles k Washington ne se serail exprimfe qu'en son 
nom propre, Adrian Abu Odeh prfine la erfeation de "deux capi¬ 
tal es dans Jferusalem non divisfee". Quant k la vieille ville, ale 
doit selon lul r appartenir au monde entier et aux trois religions”. 


JABES - "Nous avons rfeussi k nous rfeconciUcr avec rOuest" a 
dfeclarfe dimanche le ministre des Affaires fetrangferes. "Une nou- 
velle page est ouverte" a ajoutfe Kamel Abu Jaber faisant rfeffer- 
ence k la pferiode de la guerre du Golfe qui a yu la population jor-' 
danienne afficher clairement ses sympathies eiivers rlrak. 

LYBEE - "La politique jordanlenne a toujours consistfe k se sou- 
mettre & la loi faitemationale et aux' resolutions des Nations 
tlnies” a dfeclarfe un official anonyme jordanifen, k propos de 
l'affaire de la Lyble. "La lordanle va done respecter les sanctions 
Internationales centre la Lyble" a-t-11 ajoutfe. Tels sont les seuls 
indices spr la position jordanienne vis-fe-vis de cette question; 

HASSAN - Le "nouvel ordre mondial" est un ordre boileux; sel¬ 
on Ie Prince Haisan. "Cette idfee est niotivfee par des intferfefs per¬ 
sonnels" a t-il'ajoutfe lors de son rfecent voyage k Tunis. Le Prince 
Hassan a par ailleurs lancfe tin appel pour la erfeation d'un ’’nouvel 
ordre arabe". 


I VOIR... 


CINEMA !- "Pauljne h la plage", lundi 27 avrfl, un film dfe 
Eric Rohmer avec Amanda.Langlet, Simon de la Brosse. Fbi, 
d'fetfe sat une plage nomumde. Un chassfe crofefe ampureux en- 
, tre she, personnages qni entendent bleu Tester.seub avec 1'jdfee 
qu'Us se font de leur amour.. v 

DANSE, -. "L’Espsgnok, Water Music", deux ballets par: u; 
compagnle RIs et Dancerles mercrfedl 29 avrll b 20h00 au 
Centre Culturel Royal, if LfEspagnole; Sur des mudques de 
dahses de Francois Couperin (1688-1733), la cborfegraphe 
Fraoclne Lancekd a montfe un spectacle "Grand Siicle" 
d'une beautfebaroque. 

2/ Water Music. Spr tine missique tfe Qeorg-Friedrkb’Ifeaen-' 
! del(Id85-1759), la dtprfegraphe Beatrice Massln prfesenteune 
autreffetegalantedecour^ 
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Premiere mondiale 



Du corail en bocal 
pour mieux respirer 

Notre plandte est menacfc par 1'accroissement permanent de dioxyde de carbone dans l’atmosphfcre 
Avant que le pire n arrive, une dquipe de chercheurs francais va peut-etre trouver la-solution en 
se servant du corail d'Aqaba emprisonnd sous une cloche. 



Le "bocal" accueUlera le corail par dlx mitres de fond. 


Tficosystfeme coral ien el de me- 
surer son inler-action avec 
lficosyst&me planfitairc. En clair, 
[a question des chercheurs 
franfais est de savoir. si le corail 
consomme du gaz carbonique (la 
couche supemoielle des oefians 
absorbam alors le trop-plein de 
dioxyde de carbone de 
jatmosphfire) ou.s'il cn rejctte 
(lfichange entre ocfian et at¬ 
mosphere aggraverait alors la sit- 
ualion en surface). Autre ques¬ 
tion en suspens mais dont la 
solution esc indispensable: 
quest-ce qu'un corail? S'il agit 
d un animal, il llbftre du gaz Sr- 
bonique, si c'est une planle, il en 
consomme. 

Les rfisultats.de l’expfirience 
donneront peui-fitrela rfiponse... 
Pfendam une semaine, la ^pataie" 

. de .cortil sera sous haute surveil- 
■ jance. Les capteure installfis dans 
. to cloche de plexiglass ehregis- 
trerant les modifications de 
IunuMC, .de temperature. e t de 
composition do l'eau, contenue 
dans le "bocal". Un bateau- 


Phfllppe Paupert 

C'EST pared que l'atmosphfire 
terrestre est en danger que lo rfic- 
lf de corail d'Aqaba va passer 
queiques jours dans une 'pris¬ 
on . Pumfies des usines, pots 
decnappement des voitures, ex- 
plosions volcaniques... cl m&me 
respiration des hommes, le bon 

air que nous inhalons est en vole 

de disparidpn. Depuis le dfibut 
du siecle, la concentration de di- 
oxyde. de carbone dans 
“SE 10 ^P hfere a augmentfi. de 
30%. Aujourd'hui, Faclivitfihu- 
maine libfere prfis de 25 millianis 
de tonnes de dioxyde de carbone 
par an. Blen plus que ne peuvem 
en absorber nos foifiis. 

• • Animal ou vfigfitai? 

I La photosynihfcseftla surface 
: du globo s'essoufle ddvant cet af- 
flux do- gpz carbonique que les. 
: plantes doivent fixer et trans¬ 
former. SI 1'animal humain veut 
sauyersa peaupour les stocles ft 
ve ? ir « », <JoJt. nueqx comprendre; 
pourauoi 1 oquilibre gazpux desa 
punftte Cst.bOutoversfi. ■ Les 
scieniifiqucs de lPbservaiolre 
Ocdanologique europfien do Mo¬ 
naco, de Fl/iiiyersite de Nice So¬ 
fia Antipolis et de Ipbservatolre 
ocfianologique de Vlllefranche 
sur Mfir ont constndt pour 9 a un 
; drflle d'aquarium. Sous to hou- 
Ictle du professeur Jean Jaubext 
ae ITJniversitfi do'Nice, un'cube 
de 'plexiglass,'de: : six i irifeires- ► 
cubes sera immergfi amour d'une : - 
^atatel de . corail du 'goife 

Isoler temporairemem uin rficif 
dans son milieu marin doni on 
contrite les dimensions permefr, 
d'fitudier le fonqtionnemeni de 


iv . uwu. un oateau- 
totxwatoire analysera jour et nuit 
donnfies; Plusietir$ maftipula- 
' l aw * Programme, 

- DhbbKt 'lfitude; de la cdonne 
d eau qui surolombe le cbrail ft 
■ dix metres dc prafond?iir, en- 
; suite l observation en enceinte 
Vdosev du-ifidf « flitaleinent; 
J'aiaiyde des fichanges eau/toiren 
toisram fimerger unc partie de la 
doche. ,r Ces tireis experiences, 

; tonifies ppur {a premfefe fois au 
mondc. som eortplfimentrires. •! 
;’iHto? 4 -pennetir6nt dedfifiiiir rile 
' corail est, capable d'encaisser les 
. variations devgqz carbonique 
i contenu dans ratmoSphftre.. 

Le squelette dii corail ne. fait" 

; pas seutement Je. bonheur des , 
'■■■ de ; . souyenirs' 
dAqqba, rfijouit^us^l lw oefia-. 


nologues. En batlssant son sque- 
lette, le corail utilise les carbo¬ 
nates de calcium dissous dans 
l'eau des rivifcres ou la pluie... Et 
ces carbonates do calcium fixent 
le dioxyde de carbone... Mais si 
ce sysl&me de fixation fitait le 
seul ft fonclionner, i| y a bien 
longtemps que tout lo gaz carbo- 
n uiu® de 1 'atmosphere auraiL fitfi 
absorbfi... Il y a done un true... 
Les chercheurs fran^ais ont bflti 
une hypothfese: le corail est un 
petit matin... Sans ordinaleur ni 
electronique. Monsieur. Corail 
comprend quand ratmosphfcre 
est trap chargfie en gaz carbo¬ 
nique car la couche superflcielle 
des oefians s'acidifie... L’animal- 
1 corail se transfonne alors en 
plante-corail et la photosynthfise 
entre en action, fixant le dioxyde 
de carbone. Ouf, on respire... Au 
contralrc, si l'atmosphere enre- 
gistre une carence en gaz carbo¬ 
nique (hypothfisc peu probable 
en ces temp? de pollution), Mon¬ 
sieur Corail se dfiguise en animal 
et rejelte. done du gaz carbo¬ 
nique, Ouf, on respire aussi... 
Mais le danger n’est pas ficartfi 
P 0 | ^.,j ut a? lt - L’expfirtence que 

lentft 1^/liuru to...:.._ 1 ... * . 


; T iiTT" que 

tente lequipe franeaise ne rtsoii- 
ora pas nos m>blbines atmosphfi- 
jriques... EHe permettra seule- 
ment de mieux cOnnaltre le 
. corail et ses ftcultfis de rfigula- 

L’avettir en rose-Corall 

Aujburdbtii, ‘ il y a mirnce' 
■Les pcientiiiques saventbiep que- 
dii* "rtgytaHoniHn*': 

mistes pirlent dW dfitoi dTS) 
ans seulemeqt avaht le JLZ 


catastrophe: dfirfigulation cllma- 
tique, sficheresse gagnant pro- 
gressivement l'enscmble dc la 
planete... Avant d'en aniver lb, 
les occanologues francais enr- 
dent les pieds sur le fond des 
oefians... 

Aprfis ccue sfirle d'cxpfiricnccs 
a, Aqaba, 11s aggrandiront leur 
«c«he dc plexiglass pour encore 
mieux licr connalssancc avec 
leur ami corail et dovincr co qui 
nous attend si nous continuons k 
poliuer notro atmosphere. Le 
professeur Jaubwt rfivc mfime de 
une ferme h coraux... 
Une facon d'encourager le dfig- 
n azage de notre air. Un r 6 ve qui 
pourrait bien devenlr rfiaiitd 
Erf? 1 ? ^.Professeur Jaubert est 
le seul scientifique qui arrive h 
^ ieconstituer et culiiver des co- 
aquariums. Selon 
lui, to corail senut susceptible de 
de la regulation 
globale du gaz carbonique. C'est 
pourquoi Texpfirience‘d'Aqaba 
revfit une telle importance a ses 
yeux. 

Dernier volet de cette exnfiri- 
enceMe problfeme de la calcffica- 
.extinction du 

squelette) pounait trouver sa so¬ 
lution avec cette fimde des 
fichanges gazqux. Depuis trente 
ans, les chercheurs se cassent les 
dents sur cette question et les cn- 
cloche de 

P^J , ati problime de to 1 

Calcificatiai mi corail au bout de ' 
son fipfpiiveite dans les labonh 

toires de lXInive/stifi de Nice So- 
>fia Antitjolis. l * rWii. j. 


M5o. pius nessi- : k . . une , mlna : 

mistes pirlent tfuh d6toi : S^) de M^|ncanem..-Le corail eS 
ana seulemeut UYant le scenario : P^'^tre javeriiede lTiomme,; 


VEDITO 


I Disillusion 

I t Ia w i ciUc du cinqufemc 

I round des pourparler entre 
Arabcs et Israfilicns l 
I Washington, les Bondages 
I indiqucnt quo le ^ 
I “opinions palcstiniennes 
I iavorablos aux nfigociatioru 
I uvee l’Eiat hfibrcu est passfi 
I depuis les reunions do Ma* 
[ drid et do Moscou. de 
I 61,3% b 39^%. Une chute 
ycrugineuse. Un constat de 
faillitc vis-ft-vis d'un pro¬ 
cessus qui doit cn principe 
rcglcr run des diffdrends les 

plus tcnaccs, et qui destabil¬ 
ise I'fichiquicr politique in* 

I tcmalional. Un rdsuliatpour 
lc moins inquifitant, eu fig- 
ard k I'cnthousiasme que de- 
vaient manifester les Pales¬ 
tinians envers ces 
nfigocialions. Lc rfive ser- 
ait-il cn train de virer au 
cauchemar? 

Cet inquifitant recui est 
d'une pari le rfisultal de la 
dfisillusion des habitants 
des Temtoires-occupfis face 
k des pourparlers loujours 
dans 1'impnssc. D'aulrc part, 
^aggravation dc la situation 
cn Cisjordimic ct h Gaza, oil 
la rfipression israfilienne 
s'intensifie, et les opfirations 
militaires au Sud Liban, 
n'ont fait qu'firodcr davan- 
tegc la maigrc confiancc 
qu'acconlaicnt certains Pa¬ 
lestinians nux dirigeanis hfi- 
breux 5 la ycilic dc Madrid. 

La rfiaction du millier do 
Palest iniens rficcnimcni in- 
terrogfi, nc devrait fitonner 
personno. Les nfigociatcurs 
palcstiniens multiplicni les 
concessions ct leur dfilfiga- 
tion s'cfforcc de nc pas cm- 
bariBscr lc sponsor-car ii 
n y cn a qu'un seul- quitte & 
rcnconlrcr la direction Ifigi- 
timo du i»uplc nalcsiimcn 
O'OLP) cn calimmi. Quant 
au gouvernemem dc Sha¬ 
mir, il rcprcml dc plus bello 
son refrain intraasiccani ct 
insultant, commo h la voille 
dechaquc round, 

Lo Premier mlnistrc israfi- 
Ucn rappellc aux Arabcs 
qu'ils sc lcuireni en croyant 
qu'Israfil va efider un seul 
pouce des Territoircs arabes 
occupfis. De la provocation 
pure ct simple. Et cela ne 
va pas larder & donner des 
rfisultats nfigatifs. A court 
terme. le moral des Palosti- 
nlensva s’cffriter, Etcetant 
que les Israfilicns, forts de 
la bienvcillance des Amdri- 
cams, rejctieront la rfigle du 
jcu: "Les Terriiolres contre 
lapaix". 

A long icrme, nous- 
Israfilicns compris, cour- 
rons h la catastrophe. Car 
pour lbs Palestiniens, la sit¬ 
uation peui difneilement 
fitre piro. Pour les occu¬ 
pants, le statu quo imposfi 
par I'aidc extfiricure nc va 
pas durer longtemps. Les 
expfiriences pr&fidentes ont 
l.tifimontrfi que quelle que 
son la puissance des occu¬ 
pants, its, finissenl loujours 
parefider.' . . 

' Israel refuse de regarder 
to rfialitfi en face, et cela 
risque de Iui jouer - des 
lours: Les droits des Pales- 
: tiniens vont. pem-fitre liii 
: fttrelmposfis tin jounjarsos 
.amis occidemaux. Et Sha- 
mlr dcvra alors assumer 
scuj.le pmdsdeses erreurs 
■pblitlques, 
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Portrait du HCR 


EMBARGO - La Sync a 
fitfi contrainte d'appliquer 
lundi l'embargo afinen con- 
tre la Lvbie qu'elle n'hfisile 
nas & denoncer par ailleurs. 


pas a denoncer par ailleurs. 
Selon une souce afironau- 
tique a Chypre, ce dernier 
pays, la Grfice et lEgypte 
ont refusfi le passage d un 
vol de sa compagnie na- 
tionale dans leurs cspaces 
afiriens respectifs. Le vol de 
la Syrian Arab Airlines, qui 
devait dficolter de Damas, 
lundi a 12h30 Iocalcs(9h30 
GMT), a fitfi reportfi a une 
date indfiterminfie. 

OTAGES - La prise 
d'otages dimanchc a 
l'ambassade d'Arabie saou- 
dite a Sanaa au Yfimen a 
pris fin lundi aprfis une 
vlnglaine d'heures dc trac¬ 
ts tions. Un Yfimfinite armfi 
menaqait 1 'ambassadeur 
saoucuen et un de ses con- 
seillers de faire exploser ta 
chancelleric si on ne lui rc- 
mettait pas un million de 
dollars. 


BIR ZEIT - Le minislrc is- 
rafilien dc la Dfifcnsc, 
Moshe Arens, a autorisfi 
lundi la rfiouverture pro¬ 
gressive de IUnivcrsitfi de 
Bir ZeiL Cette facultfi pa- 
lestinienne, la plus presti- 
gieuse des Terriloircs- 
occupfis fitait close depuis 
plus de quatre ans ct demi. 
Bir Zeit. proche de Ramal- 
lah en Cisjordanie, fitait la 
demifirc des Universitfis, 
fermfics sur ordre des au to¬ 
ri tfis isrofiiicnnes. 

SOUTIEN - Un comitfi 
saoudicn d'aidc aux Palcs- 
tiniens a versfi lundi unc 
nouvcllc aide h I'OLP, d'un 
monlanl dc 1,5 millions dc 
dollars. Lc directcur du 
"Comitfi populairc saoudi¬ 
cn d'aide aux combatlants 
dc la Palestine" a dficlnrfi 

3 uc cclic somme provennit 
'une laxe de 5% prfilevfie 
sur les salaircs des Palestin- 
iens travaillant dans ie roy- 
aume et de contributions do 
Saoudicns. Ce versement 
Porte k 16,75 millions de 
dollars I'aide apportfie par 
Ce Comitfi k la Centralc pa- 
lestinienne depuis le mois 
de septembre dernier. 


KOWE3T - Le Conscil des 
ministres du Kowcit a qual- 
ififi dimanchc de "rfialisa- 
tion historique importantc" 
le traefi dfifinitif dc sa fron- 
tifire terrestre avec I'lrak, 
annonefi jeudl par une com¬ 
mission spficiale de 1 'ONU. 
Cette dficlsion "consaero Ie 
droit du Koweit", a soulig- 
nfi lc Consell.. 1 - 

BUSH - Le prfisident des 
Etats-Unis a formellement 
dfiinenti samedi k Kcnnc- 
bmikport avoir autorisfi 
' I'Arabie Saoudite k trans- 
■ffirct secrfitcmcrit desarmfcs 
; antericaines & la Syrie et au; 
Bangladesh aprfis la guerte 
dp Oolfe. "Nori" a rfipondu 
George Bush au quotidjen 
Angeles Times, qui av- 
M ajFfimifi le, matin mfirne. 
^ue |e gouvernemem amfiri- 
cam avait, $arii en Informer 
to,;., Congrfis, ! '• autorisfi 
,1 Arable ;§to>udite fi livicr 
des yfihifiuSs .Mmdfis k pes: 


Pour aider la cause 
des refugies 

Le HCR, rSparti dans le monde entier, est aussi present & Amman. 
Depuis un an et demi, comme dans 89 autres pays Strangers, 
le bureau jordanien accomplit sa mission de tous les jours. 


HCR, OU Haul Commissariat 
des Nations Unies pour les Rfifu- 
gifis. Apolitique par ses statute, 
mais universe! puisque deslinfi 
aux rfifugifis du monde entier, oh 
qu'ils soient et d'oh qu'ils soient. 

A l’exception des Palestiniens 
dont la complexitfi ct la multi- m 
plicitfi des problfimcs nficessitent a 

(c'est lc moins qu'on puisse m 

faire) une agence spficiale des « 
Nations Unies, 1TJNRWA, qui 
ne s'occupe que de cette catfigo- 
rie de rfifugifis. . m 

Le HCR a fitfi erfifi en 1951 j 
pour une pfiriode de trois ans. I 
Du provisoire qui dure, puisqu'il L 

a dO fitre maintenu jusqu'fi prfi- ■ 
sent. En quarantc ans, il a aidfi B 
plus de 28 millions de rfifugifis ■■ 
dans lo monde entier. En 1991, 
prfis dc 17 millions de personnes > 1 
fiiaicnt rcccnsfies, 7 millions 
d'entre eiles se trouvant en Asic j 
du Sud-Est ct au Moyen-Oricnt. 1 




m^ 


Prise en charge 

Le HCR s'est fixfi deux t&ches 
principales: foumir aux rfifugifis 
une protection internationale et 
rechcrchcr des solutions perma- 
nentes k lours problfimes. Depuis 
sa erfiation, il a bcaucoup dfivc- 
loppfi ses aclivitfis d'assistance 
matfiricllc. Une fois la phase 
d'urgcncc passfic ct les premiers 
sccours assurfis, le HCR 

s'cmploie k lancer des pro¬ 
grammes d'cnscigncmcnl ct de 
formation professionncllc pour 
que les rfifugifis soient responsa- 
blcs do leur propre avenir et dc 
leur snbsistance. Une 

grande attention est por- ^ ^ 
tfio aux femmes ct aux mw, 

enfants qui constituent ilw 

U est vrai plus de deux- MWK 
tiers des rfifugifis |v 
dans le monde. 1 mm 

Le financeipcnt du 
HCR dfipend essen- WM 
ticllcmcnt de contri- .Vi 
butions . volomalres A 
accertifies ' par des 
gouvememcn ts, des k 

ONG ct des particuli- * - 

ers. Sur les 90 bureaux 
qui s'occupent du tra- 
gique problfime des rfifu- ^ 
gifis, ceid d'Amman est 
I'un des plus rficents. 


Janvier de Riedmatten 

d'Amman. "Puis on a remaxqufi 
qu'un certain nombre d'entre-eux 
fitaient do vfirilablcs rfifugifis, 
commc les Somaliens. Quand on 
a compris que la guerre fitait infi- 
vitable, le HCR s'est assaclfi h 
d'aulres agcnccs des Nations 
Unies ct ft des ONG commc la 
Croix Rouge ct lc Croissant 
Rouge, pour filaborer un plan 
d'acliou ft 


0 ^ ^ v — 
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; Rfifugifis du Goife 

Aoflt 1990. L'lrak annexe le 
KoweiL C'est Je dfibut d'une 
tongue crisc qui prficipite sur les 
routes des milliere dc rfifugifis. 
Scule issue possible pour res 
, •otagos" d'une. situation qu'ils 
n'ont pas youiue: la Jordanie. 
Les autoriifis locales yont agir 
efficaccment rhais avec des moy- 
enslimitfis. : . '. ’ 

L'accueil des premiere arri*- 
vanis est rapidement assurfi. 
Puis eii oqtobre 1990, un bureau 
du HCR s'fitabUt ft ADtman. 
qu’ft celte |dpOque, les fiyactifiS 
i. sembiaient . 1 capable? de rerttrei 1 
];■ chez eux ,. sans ;trop.. tyf , 

Riedmatten 1 , direeteUr.du bureau 


. fintenti . 
oh des personnes sortant d'Irak", 
ajoute-t-il. Un superbe Iravail 
d'fiquipe pour s'occuper d'une in¬ 
frastructure tfaccueii capable 
d’hfiberger jusqu'ft . 100.000 per- 
spnnes ft la fois. Au total, un mil-, 

* lion d'fivacufis. ont dO. transftor . 
par la Jordanie. ’ ■ 

Aprfis la guerre, lc bureau du 
H(X d'Amman est .dcvenii un , 
appiii logistique ft I'action du bu- . 
reau permanent du HCR en Irak, 
plus particuUfirement au fiord du 
pays. Un:support qui se poursuit . 
encore aiijourd'huh Mais, selon . 
son directeur, ses aclivitfis 'ten- 
dent h se ifidujie^Une rertaine n 
»routine; s'est. installfie. l^a ftaile ,‘- 
' d'attfihfe, est jaifoi s OfCi^fio jar-.: 
lino dizftinfi de pel^OiUteSi ^l^v ;; 


cas individuels se prfisenteni de 
temps en temps. Pour demander 
un service ou un autre: unc pro¬ 
tection et assistance matfirielle, 
une aide pour retoumer dans ie 

J iays d'origine. Ou pour obtenir 
e statut dc ififugifi qui ifipond ft 
des critfires bien dfifinis", ex- 
pliquo Janvier do Riedmatten. 

Aujourd'hui, il ne reste plus 
qu'un seul camp, silufi ft Aqaba. 
Pendant la crise du Goife, H 
sfirvalt de camp de transit. 
V pour les fivacufis ct pou- 

ils vait accueillir jusqu'ft 
(■k 3.000 personnes. Il est 

maih tenant deslinfi 

a aux Egyptiens qui doi- 
iVJ vent altendre en Jorda- 
ka nie avant de pouvoir 
iV se rendre en Arabic 
ft Wm Saoudite ou de rentrer 
; dans leur pays.. Le 
Ifcamp abrite aussi.une 
. trentalne de Somaliens 
m qui attenderii la ifigulari- 

r sation de leur situation. 

f Selon M de Riedmatten, 

' la coopfiration entre le HCR' 
et legouvcmemenl jordanien 

est excellente bien que les moy- 
ens, du edifi: jordanien, soient 
liipitfis." La Jordanie a accompli 
un travail: consfdfirable avant no¬ 
tre nhivfie. Malheqreusement, 
elle ri'a pas fitfi rficbmpensfie : 
pour ces efforts comme elle 
rauralt mfiritfi et souhaitfi". ■ 

Michfile Rieux 


Telephone & fax 
648298 




CHARTE - Le Premier 
ministre armfinicn, Gaguik 
Haroutounian a signfi ven- 
dredi dernier ft Paris la 
Charie dc Paris de la CSCE 
(Conference sur la sficuritfi 
et la coopfiratiOT cn Eu¬ 
rope), aprfis s'filre longue- 
ment emretenu avec le pres¬ 
ident Francois Mitterrand 
du problfime du Nagomy- 
Karabakh. L'Armfinie est le 
cinquifimc pays issu de 1 'ex- 
URSS, apres les trois Etats 
bakes et le Belarus, ft signer 
ce document adoptfi tors du 
sommcl de Paris de to 
CSCE en novembre 1990. 

GALLO - Le quotidien 
francais Liberation apubllfi 
un rapport de l'lnstitut 
Amfiricaui de la Same 
(NIH), prfisemfi commc une 
version finale des uavaux 
dc I'fiquipc du Professeur 
Robert Gallo sur lc virus du 
Sida, cn 1983-84. Ce rap¬ 
port retient, scion le quotidi¬ 
en francais, l'accusalion de 
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nque 1 ' ft regard d'un des 
pnneipaux collaborate urs 
du Professeur Gallo de 
1'fipoquc, Mikulas Pqpovic. 
Ceuc charge n'est pas rete- 
nuc contre le Professeur lui- 
mfirne qui frit par ailleurs 
l'objet de vives critiques. 

HOMMAGE - Quarante 
personnalitfis musulmanes 
de France, rfiunies dans un 
"collectif de dfifense de la 
grande Mosqufie de Paris" 
ont rendu hommage dans un 
cbmmuniqufi ft l'anclen rec- 
teur de cette Mosqufie, le 
Cheikh Tedjini Haddam. 
Dcvcnu membre du Haul 
Comitfi dEtal algfirien en 
Janvier, il avail oa dfimis- 
sionner de ses fonctions ft la 
fete de la Mosqufie de Paris 
sous la pression de nom- 
breuscs associations musul- 
manes et des autoriifis 
francrises. 

RESEAU - Un ifiseau de 
cartes de sfijour et de ifisi- 
dont inondant Paris et sa 
banlieuo Nord a fitfi dfiman- 
telfi par la police. Six per- . 
sonnes, dont un Tunlsien 
ont fitfi antlfies. Chedll- 
Mohamcd Beji, Tunisicn de 
44 ans, interpcllfi en fla¬ 
grant dfilit a reconnu avoir 
pendant deux ans found en¬ 
viron 40.000 cartes de sfi¬ 
jour ou de rfisident ft raison 
de quarante par semaine. 

FOOT - L'OIympique dc 
Marseille, vlctorieux ft Mo¬ 
naco (3-0), samedi ft Tissue 
du match phare de la 36ftme 
joumfie, s est encore un peu 
plus rapprochfi d'un qua- 
.trifime litre de champion de' 
Frpnce consficutif. A deux 
i joumfies de to fin, IOM 
comptc en effet trois lon¬ 
gueurs d’avance sur une for¬ 
mation monfigasque, sans - 
doute fatigufiepar sa quali¬ 
fication cn finale de la 
, Coupe dcS Coupes ft Rotter¬ 
dam. 

CANNES - Le 45ftme festi: 
vai de Cannes, qui propose-; 
ra du 7 au 18 mri 22 films 
en sfileciion officiellcj dont 
21 en compfitition, sera pla- 
: efi sous le sign? du <tiver> 
tissemerit, du spectaculaire, 
sans pour auiant ren oncer 
au haul de gamme. Etats-, 
Unis, France, Grande Bre- 
' tagite et CEI seront les.plus 
- presents ft Canines qiii rerev- 
ra l3pays. - • 
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Congratulations!! 

Graduations, appoint¬ 
ments, engagements, 
weddings, newborns, 
promotions, special 
awards, excellent 

achievements. 

Drop us a line and send a 
photo...we will run it free 
of charge in The Star's 
People and Events page. 


* ■ *******&* 

W: COMMITMENT TOMMY GROT 
AND QUALITY SERVICE 


• HRH Princess Basina opened 
Sunday the Friends of Patients 
with Liver-Diseases Society's 
annual charitable bazaar. On dis¬ 
play were handicrafts and artifi¬ 
cial flowers in addition to vari¬ 
ous items donated by 
commercial and industrial, local 
and foreign establishments. Pro¬ 
ceeds of the bazaar, which was 
attended by members of the soci¬ 
ety's administration and friends, 
will help finance society pro¬ 
jects. 

• The Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan is prcjHiring for die 
Jordan International Rally which 
will take place at the end of 
May. The organizing committee 
now aims at attracting some of 
the best international drivers. 
Participants will come from 
countries such as Cyprus, Leba¬ 
non, Syria, Oman. Qaiar and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

Club officials say that with 
cars that meet international stan¬ 
dards and a team of renowned 
drivers, the event will be a cut- 
throaL competition. 

The race track will be, as usu¬ 
al, situated to the south of Am¬ 
man, where the national rally of 
10 April was held, thus giving 
Jordanian drivers the advantage 
of being familiarized with the 
tracks. 

The Jordan International Rally 
will be divided into two phases, 
with different prizes for each 
phase. Phase I will be dedicated 
to the championship of the Mid¬ 
dle East rallies, in which 'A' and 


• The Marriott Hotel hosted a three-day children's book exhibition 
Friday, which featured the most up-to-date ranges of children's books 
from 12 British and American publishing houses. 

Mr Gabi Sharbaln, director of the Jordan Book Center, who were 
organizers of the event, said that the books were mostly educational 
.and that die exhibition was aimed largely at schools. 

Alongside established publishers such os (he Oxford and Cambridge 
University Presses, Hcincmann and Longman, was a newcomer to the 
scene in Jordan — Mr Christian Doumit, regional representative for 
the US based Scholastic books. 

"We have come to fill a gap in the market, 1 ’ he announced proudly. 
"Scholastic books range from kindergarten age to 12 years. They deal 
with nature, fruit and colors; their ideas are universal. We move with 
the limes and are here to capture our market share." 

The Scholastic series covers educational books and has a good range 
of children's fiction. Scholastic also run a book club, with a monthly 
newsletter that allows children to select the types of books that they 
want to read. 

Mr Doumit, who publishes an academic newsletter in Cyprus, 
stressed the importance of getting children acquainted with books. 
The Gulf States are experiencing a number of problems at the mo¬ 
ment with children who spend all their time in amusement arcades, ne¬ 
glecting their studies,” he said. "Aren't books a good way for children 
to do something constructive with their time?" 


■ ■ y* 
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® Mr and Mis Naser AI Omari held a parly to celebrate the birth of 
their first baby Tala who was bom on 3 March of this year. Friends 
and neighbors joined the celebration and wished the baby air! a lone 
and a happy life. 3 K 


nary cars, which iiave no acces¬ 
sories, while 'A' cars arc 
modified and fitted for rallies, to 
increase their engine power (HP) 
and overall performance.. 

Cars running in Phase If will 
not score any points as far as the 
Championship of the Middle 
East Rallies is concerned. 

• Former minister of energy Mr 

Thabet Taher has assumed his 
duties as the general manager of 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines 
/Company (JPMC) on 6 April of 
tjiis year. Mr Taher has held var¬ 
ious. positions at JPMC from 
1974 to 1976. / ' 

• , Mr Taher worked for 13 .years 
as the general manager of the 
Arab Mining - Corporation 
(AMC). He also worked as vice- 
president of the Arab Potash Co. 
(APQ 'and as board member of 
the 1 Jordan Fertilizer - Industries 
Company. Between 1989-1991 
Mr Taher was minister of energy' 
and mineral resources, He re¬ 
places farmer JPMC director Mr 
WBsef Azar, • * ■ 

• Monsignor Ra'ouf, Najjar, ■: 
. chairman 6f Al Wasfich Voca-' 

tional- and -Cultural. Center, 
opened a charitable bazaar orga¬ 
nized bv the sludehts at ths ccn -) 
ter bn the ocoasiori of Palm Sun^ 
day.. . •• 

: On display.werc gifts, candles, ■: 
palm Ipaves, eggs and. sweetij. 


Proceeds of the bazaar will go 
towards needy students and fam¬ 
ilies. The event was attended hy 
members of the administration, a 
number of teachers from the cen¬ 
ter, studcnt&and their families. 

• Dr Abdul Rahman Atiyat. 
acting president of Mo'ta Univer¬ 
sity, opened an exhibition Of 
models depicting scerTcs from Al 
Karam a Battle, showing the val¬ 
or of the Jordanian army. The 
exhibition was organized by the 
deanships of students at both 
Mo'ta and Yamiouk Universities. 
Attending were a number pf 
deans of faculties and teachers, 
in addition td Students and invit¬ 
ed guests. 

• The Science and Technology 
Club awarded :certificalos of ap¬ 
preciation and' prizes to winnors 
of the scientific creativity con- - 
test. The event was held last 
week at the Professional Unions 
Complex. Winners Included 10 
Students from both the preparato¬ 
ry and secondary edijcaiionlev- 
els in addition'to three teachers; 

/ The ; contest; was prepared by 
iiiie club's administration and was 
supervised by;l?pih the Ministry 
ofEdil cation and the Jordan En- '' 
Binders Tfabie* (JE!S);.S^chQs • 

. were deUvered by WlRawhl Al ; 
.SKarlf. jChairmdn ofl the. dub: r 
■ Mr Abut UhaWaJ presi- 
■; : 'N ;vf 


dent of JES; and Dr Munther 
Al Masrl, secretary general at 
the Ministry of Education. 

• The United Nations' Econom¬ 
ic and Social Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) have 
organized a regional seminar on 
"Motivation, orientation and 
training techniques for enhanc¬ 
ing .industrial entrepreneurship 
in the ESCWA region." The 
seminar started 20 April and will 
end 25 April. 

Dr Tayseer Abdel Jaber, un¬ 
der secretary-general of the Unit¬ 
ed Nations, Executive Secretary 
of ESCWA, opened the seminar 
which is funded by the United 
Nations Development Program' 
(UNDP). ■ ’ 8 

The seminar, which is being 
hosted by. the Jordan Institute of 
Management, aims at reviewing' 
and discussing the available eri- 
; lrc P r cncurship development 
hainin^ schemes in the ESCWA 
region as well as assessing tr ain - 

ingneeds. • 

rJrXffl participant from 
tabgwA .member states ..will 
make presentations oh their iqsti- 
JuUqns’ experience; in training 
schemes rented to entrepreneur-! 
snip deyelopmetu arid bn train- 
iflg ncedsy -with. particular, erp 1 
y;phasis 1 ;- ,-r pri ... ;• '^omen’s 


Films 

■ The American Cultural Center 
will ho showing tonight the fea¬ 
ture film "On the Waterfront" 
at 7 pin, 

■ Tho French Cultural Center 
will be showing the film "Pau¬ 
line a In plage" on Monday 27 
April at 8 pm. 

Lectures 

■ At tlie British Council, Mr 
Riad Al Khouri will lecture on 

The Political Economy of De¬ 
mocratization in Jordan". The 
lecture, in English, will be on 
Tuesday 28 April at 7 pm. 

■ At ACOR, architect Ammar 
Khammash will deliver a lecture 
illustrated with slides on Monday 
27 April at 7 pm. The lecture will 
concentrate on the economic, po¬ 
litical 'rationale ; for labor- 
intensive methods and the bulk of 
materials from the natural sur¬ 
roundings. 

■ At ALRaed Al Arabl. school, 
Dr Kamel Al Asali wiU be lectur¬ 
es iot V jerusakni In the Arab : 
and Muslim Travel Books" on 


Monday 27 April at 6 pm. ‘ 

Exhibitions 

■ At the University of Jordan, in 
coojjeraiion with the Goethe In¬ 
stil uie Amman, there will l* an 
exhibition entitled "Science and 
Technology as the Forerunners 
of Industrialization" on Satur¬ 
day 25 April at 11 am. 'Ilie exhi¬ 
bition will run until 29 April. 

■ Al Alin Art Gallery, the exhi¬ 
bition of Iraqi artists Khudnir Al 
Sliukarjfi and Kliadlr JarefS 
will still be open to the public un¬ 
til Sunday 26 April, daily from 
10 ain-1:30 pm and from 4-7 pm- 

■ At the Abdul Hamid Shuman 
Foundation, the paintings of sev¬ 
en artists from the occupied lent- 
lories will still be open to public 
until 14 May. 

Ballet 

■ The French Cultural 

B resents Fran cine Lancelot aw 
>datrice Massin in a ballet enti¬ 
tled f, L'espagnolc, Water Music • 
The ballet will be held at th* 
Royal Cultural Centre (RCQ w* 

: Wednesday 29 April at 8 pm. .;: 

Speed Test' 

■ At' the Royal Automobile Club 
of Jordan, an Okifax^sponsored; 
greed test will be conducted ofl; 

Friday 24 April. . ' V. 




■■ Pen Pals 

Pehfriends available, East and West 
Europe, all the world. Details: East 
European Pen Pals; P,OJBox 111; 

..:Varnat-‘9003, Bulgaria 


ALICO members meet in Amman 

• The Divisional Management of the American Life Insurance Com- f 
pany (ALICO), Middle East and Africa chose Amman as the place 
for its annual conference for this year. It was held at the Recency P»l. 
ace Hotel from the 13-15 April. 1 

The conference, entitled "1992: Commitment 
to Quality Growth and Quality Service", em¬ 
phasized ALICO’s commitment to expanding its 
service network, to include more territories in 
the Middle East, South Asia and Africa; and to 
reinforce training programs in both the technical 
and marketing aspects. 

ALICO began operating in Jordan in 1958. It now 
provides life insurance coverage to thousands or Jordanians, not to 
mention its sizable investments in the sectors of industry, tourism and 
infrastructure. ALICO is a member of the American International 
Group (AIG), a giant in the world of insurance industry, with a net- 
work covering 160 countries around the world and assets amounting; 
to $69 billion. * I 

In addition to Jordan, ALICO operates in Saudi Arabia, Lebanon, 
the United Arab Emirates. Tmkcy, Oman. Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar 
and Bangladesh. It also has offices in the African countries Kenya. 
Nigeria, Cameroon, Ivory Const and Senegal. 

conference was presided over by the president of ALICO's 
Middle East and Africa Division Mr Abbus IGialaf. Also attending 
were ALICO s President Mr Richard Collins along with 40 other t 
company executives. | 
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By Glenn Plaskin 

EVERY NIGHT, snuggling up 
close, a brown Lhasa ipso pokes 
his nose under some very famous 
toes. 

"Charlie has seven lives," Dia¬ 
na Ross explains. "He's been bit¬ 
ten by another dog, he's lost one 
eye, he's probably going blind in 
the other, a leg went out of joint, 
and he was hit by a carl 
"Everything" has happened to 
Charlie — but he's still here. He's 
indestructible." 

So is the resplendent, complex 
Miss Ross. 

"Who do you want to talk to to¬ 
day?" she inquires mischievous¬ 
ly. "There are many sides to who 
lam." 

There's Tomboy Diana from 
Detroit's Brewster Projects, the 
ambitious 16-year-old with a na¬ 
sal voice who harassed Motown's 
Berry Gordy until he gave her 
trio a chance. There's Motown 
Diana, oohing and aahing her 
way to stardom, then badgered 20 
years' running for leaving her co- 
Supremes behind. Then there’s 
Domestic Diana, mistress of two 
husbands and five children, and 
‘ Diva Diana, who's depicted in 
potboiler biographies as a kind of 
Eva Peron on a broom. 

Is it any wonder that she 
doesn't always sleep well, even 
with Charlie by her side? 

"Some nights I think I'm hav¬ 
ing a panic disorder," site laughs. 

"I wake up in the middle of the 
night trying to figure out — 
'Where am I?' 'Where are my 
kids?'" 

The kids — Rhonda, 20; Tra- 
ceey 18; Chudncy, 16; and Ross 
and Evan, both 3 — along with 
thousands of others were recently 
riveted when Diana Ross tackled 
(he stage, unleashing 100 minutes 
of signature hits encompassing 
her 30-ycar career, plus preview 
cuts from her Motown album, 
Force Behind the Power. 

In all of her concerts, Ross is 
backed by a precise 12-piccc or¬ 
chestra and will kick oft the show 
with Supremcs 1 standards meticu¬ 
lously re-created to match the 
original versions. 

I start with what's expected," 
she says, "then a segment of 
rhythm and danccable tunes, fol¬ 
lowed by Tady Sings the Blues’, 
then tiie new stuff," heart-felt 
songs' like 'Blame It on tho Sun' 
and 'Waiting in the Wings', from 
Force Behind the Power. 

Such songs seem to embody 
Ross's softer-edged, mpre lyrical 
approach nowadays, quite differ¬ 
ent from the frenetic pace of her 
1989 album, Workln * Overtime. 

Dubbed a "comeback" album 
following two back-to-back preg¬ 
nancies and her return to Motown 
in 1988,. the highly rhythmic 
"hip-hop" creation sold only 
150,000 copies in the United 
States and was lambasted by crit¬ 
ics. 

"I liked the album and wouldn't 
have released it If I didn't," Ross 
Jays in her defense. Tm not go- 
. jng to be stuck in one tbing. Td 
like to do ballads and jazz, and 
toe music. I don't DO every¬ 
thing the public wants. I can't." 
.One critic even harped that 
Ross was "too old to be prancing 
■ : Jtound in old jeans and a leather 
jacket." - ; 

Aral forget the theory that 
’ J Wp-Hop was an attempt to 
J^ep pacc with Janet Jackson, 

: jwita Abdul or Whitney Hqus- 

” ■ 

• \ .‘That's an awful thing to say," 
:«* scolds. "I wasn't even thlnk- 
IjJJ. ■kwt those iirls when f did 
: & fact," she now gig- 

. 8* 1 * l never think about .thenL. 
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Diana Ross: 

Working overtime with 
the 'grande dame 1 of Motown 


You’re as old as you feel and 
look." 

Indeed. Wrinkle-free and ele¬ 
gantly slim in black tights and a 
billowy green tunic, the 5-foot-4 
Ross still has the sculpted cheek¬ 
bones, swimming-pool eyes and 
willowy figure, untouched by 
time. 

Alternately bubbly, blunt, vul¬ 
nerable and reflective in conver¬ 
sation, the pop icon hasn't had an 
easy time of it in recent years. 
First off, unflattering publicity 
makes her out to be a witch. 

Moreover, Ross's record¬ 
selling power doesn't begin to 
equal the heady 1960s when the 
Supremes racked up 12 million in 
record sales. Although her 
biggest hit ever, 'Endless Love', 
soared in 1981, the year she 
signed with RCA for a then- 
record $21 million — sales there- . 
after slumped, with only two 
Top-10 hits on the pop charts in 
the past seven years. Why? 

"I don't know if they're (her 
records) as good as they were be¬ 
fore. I don't know if we take the 
time. I think we throw our leg¬ 
ends away, don't take care of 
them. I had a few very good 
records at RCA _ Red Hot 
Rhythm and Blues and Why Do 
Fools Fall In Love?; — but may¬ 
be they weren't promoted or dis¬ 
tributed properly. It's always a 
fight." 

On another battlefield, one 
senses Ross is altogether weary 
of facing a barrage of negative 
press, principally Mary Wilson's 
two buter autobiographies,’ and 
Randy Taraborrclli's onesided 
killer. Call Her Miss Ross. 

"I was angry and wanted very 
much to sue him," Ross explains, 
"though my lawyers and advisers 
said it would go away, They're 
wrong. These things don't go 
away. They snowball. And not 
fighting makes a He true, and tar¬ 
nishes tho things lVe worked for 
In the last 30 years." 

Is it true she has fired 42 secre¬ 
taries? "How many?" she gasps. 
"See how this stuff snowballs? I 
hardly ever fire anyone." 

What about Ross wanting to 
. push herself into the No. 1 spot 
during her formative years? “Is 
that bad7" she asks. To want to 
be better? I was never so. egocen¬ 
tric that I pushed and hurt other 
people. Never." 

Out of all the Supremes, Ross 
has survived the battle alone. 

"Why point at the Supremes? 
Lionel Richie was with the Com¬ 
modores, Smokey Robinson was 
with the Miracles — and nobody 
ever asks them anything about 
■ those other guys." 

But isn't it tragic? 

"No. What happened to Ho Js 
• tragic, but people do die. I could 
have died. I guess she resented 
my being the star of the group. I 
think it's human nature." 

Bom in a Detroit ghetto on 
March 26,; 1944, Diane piana 
: was a birth certificate mistake) 
was a scrappy tomboy, the jec- 
ond-eldest or six children, a Pyg¬ 
malion, who studied cosmetology 

and dressmaking, always dream¬ 
ing of a good life," she says- 
Although ■ her education- 
minded Mher strenuously op- 
‘ posed her craving to the sttgft 
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The "resplendent, complex Miss Ross" 


gali, tho hit maker who orches¬ 
trated her rise. 

“I did love Berry," says Ross. 
"He was the most powerful, 
smart man I kncw at that point in 
my life. He took nothing and 
made Motown." Gordy, however, 
was suffocating the singer with 
his bossiness. One Supremes hit. 
'My World Is Empty without 
You 1 , certainly spoke volumes for 
their suffocating relationship. 
Gordy could neither remain faith¬ 
ful nor offer her marriage. Why 
not? Til save that for my book," 
she smiles. 

"I was growing, feeling stifled 
by the control, and I wanted to 
make my own decisions." 

Quitting the Supremes in 1970, 
she married Los Angeles press 
agent Robert SilbersteTn. Howev¬ 
er, in the late 1970s, Mrs Silber- 
stein became restless with mar¬ 
riage, and hungered for more 
independence. She divorced Sil- 
berstein in 1976. 


"I was NOT restless," Ross 
pipes in. "I was excited. I had 
gone directly from my parents' 
house to touring with the Su- 

E rentes, then to marriage—and I 
ad never been on my own! 
Those were the years I finally 
grew up." 

Not lonely? "Absolutely noL I 
didn't think I would ever many 
again, I wasn’t looking for a hus¬ 
band — but a husband found 
me!" 

Indeed, while vacationing at 
Lyford Kay in the Bahamas in 
1985, Ross met Norwegian mil¬ 
lionaire, Arne Naess, an avid 
mountain climber and shipping 
magnate with his own isl&nd, Tai- 
no, near Tahiti "a rugged, private 
and romantic mm" says Ross. 

"He's my best friend and I love 
him madly," she exclaims forth¬ 
rightly, "and I would like this ca¬ 
reer of mine not to damage our 
relationship. Sometimes It's emo¬ 
tionally difficult for him, and I al- 


FOR RENT 


ways have to explain and de¬ 
fend.” 

Would he like her to retire? 
"He feels I'm going to give it up 
when the time is right, but would 
never ever evpr ever tell me tc do 
it." 

Better not, for 'Ain't No Moun¬ 
tain High Enough' Diana is brim¬ 
ming with plans. 

"I'd love to perform in (New 
York's) Central Park again,” she 
says, "make a TV special, a 
Christmas album, have my own 
line of skin-care products and 
make a movie." 

Sad subjects. After her electri¬ 
fying film debut as Billie Holiday 
in Lady Sings the Blues in 1972 
anti Mahogany in 1976, her 
promising film career came to a 
halt after The Wh in 1978. 

Hollywood racism? "I don't 
know. I hate to say that, but I'd 
like to blame some people. No¬ 
body was knocking my door 
down and in the late 1970s, there 
weren’t too many movies made 
with blacks" 

But you're Diana Ross. 

"Yeah," she smiles wistfully. "I 
am. No one's Ufe is perfect." 

"But there are many things to 
be thankful for," she adds, includ¬ 
ing a fortune estimated al about 
$75 million, a 30-room, 10-acre 
estate, a duplex in Manhattan's 
Sherry Nctheriand, a waterside 
retreat in Malibu, her husband's 
two Swiss chalets, and a London 
flat. 

Not bad for the poor girl from 
Detroit. 

"I can't relax," she once said. "I 
have to be better than the best. 
Super-everything." 

A hands-on mother, Ross has 
taken on chairing National Chil¬ 
dren's Day. "We need to bring 
awareness to the youth who have 
no voice. What about babies bom 
with AIDS and addicted to 
crack? Who pays attention to 
homeless children? What do we 
do about teen pregnancies? How 
do we make a difference?" 

In parting, a mellower Ross be¬ 
gins to sing the haunting words to 
What Can* One Person Do', her 
favorite cut from Wor kin' Over¬ 
time. 

"What can one person do?" she 
sings sweetly, the unmiked voice 
buoyant. "More than a little bit, 

more than a little biL 
"Can I fight the battle... All by 
myself... Can I make a miracle 
happen?... As long as I can think 
and got my health IT1 never 
stop.... Tm too strong for that." ■ 


NEW FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

NEW FURNITURE - NEW BUILDING 

- QNE BEDROOM , ; - TWO BEDI^OQMS 

-THREEBEDROOMS -FOURBEDROOMS . 

-CENTRAL ANTENNA . - SECURITY INTERCOM 

-SERIATE HEATING -GUARD 

ELECTRICITY&WATER : -TELEPHONE ■ ■ 

- WASHER & DRYER -ELEVATOR . 

BRITISH STYLE 

■■ CALL: 604863 ,j 
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ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

8:30 — Super Bloopers. 

9:00 — Encounter. 

10:00 — News in English. 

10:20 — Feature Film: A 
French film about a musician, 
Anthony, who answers a person¬ 
al ad in the local paper and gets 
to meet the beautiful lady who 
placed it. 

SUNDAY 

8:30 — Wings. "Around the 
world fn 80 years": Helen, who 
Jias flunked her music test for so 
many years, decides to use a 
new approach to pass this year's 
test. 

9:10 — The power of the neu¬ 
ron: A documentary program 
about the way the brain analyz¬ 
es, stores and retrieves informa¬ 
tion. It also talks about the use of 
computers in studying the brain. 
10:00—News In English. 

10:20 — Law and Order. "The 
violence of summer": A famous 
TV announcer is raped The Dis¬ 
trict Attorney and the detectives 
do their hesL to catch the assai¬ 
lant 

MONDAY 

8:30Empty Nest. 

9a0 — Capital City; An old 
friend of Declan gets him into a 
bad financial deal. He is saved 
by Michael. 

10:00—News In English. 

10:20 — Stanley and the 
Women: Susan leaves the house 
because Stanley did not believe 
her story about Steve. Stanley 
does Ills best to bring her back.' 

TUESDAY 

8:30 — Princesses. "Her high¬ 
ness for hlie lr : Georgina is a pro¬ 
fessional dancer who is looking 
,for a job that will lead her to 
Broadway. 

9:10 — Rich Tea and Sympa¬ 
thy: George and Julia lease each 
other to spite their families. Who 
work on getting them together. 

10:00 ~ News in English. 

10:20 — Oscar FUms, "The 
Bridges of Toko-RT 1 Starring 
Grace Kelly: A film set in the 
Korean war, in which a hero 
dies after having successfully 
finished his mission. 

WEDNESDAY .. | 

8:30 Spats. "Smart cookies”: j 
The staff members of both Spatz ! 
and their, competitor Blimby 
hold , a general knowledge con- ;< 
test in which the Spats team ; « 
•wins.- '"' ;•• ; v 

9:10 — World of Audubon: A : ' 
documentary progtamonyet an¬ 
other Of man's victims— the an¬ 
cient nomad, the sear turtles. ■ ^ 
10:00—News la English. -'1 

10.20 — The other side of par- ■ i 
adlse: A tribal wedding between I 
princes^ Aleena and Manna: , 


Programs on 
Jordan 
Television 
from 
25 APRIL 
to 
1 May 



Coach on 
Friday at 
8:30 pm 


THURSDAY 

8:30 — The Simpsons: Homer 
Simpson works on a diet pro¬ 
gram, while his wife decides to 
enter a painting contest. 

9:10—N.B.A. Basketball. 
10:00 — News In English. 

10:20 — Movie of the Week. 
"Daddy" Stalling Patrick Duffy 
and Lynda Carter The film is 
about a woman who shatters her 
happy family, and leaves her 
good husband to pick up the 
pieces. 

FRIDAY 

8:30 — Coach: Hayden's pic¬ 
ture appears on the cover of a 
magazine because his team have 
won in the tournaments, so Hay¬ 
den,goes oul and buys them alll 
9:10 — E.N.G.: The career of 
Susan, who Is running for the 


city mayor's post, is finished as a 
politician because of a TV re¬ 
port. : * 

10:00 — News in English. 
10:20 — Devices and Designs: 
The police still try to solve the 
new murder easel 
11:10 - Slba. "The big hurt": 
Lily and her sister attend a, meet¬ 
ing, where each person tells his 
or her story about family matters 
and personal experiences. 

FRENCH PROGRAM 

. SAMEDI 

8:00 — Les tortues Ninja. "Le 
chevalier d'dcaiUes". A cartoon 
series for children. '■ 

6:30 — La fipniUe Fontaine. A 
series about a family: Odifc is 

7:1$ Magazine.. A ’cultural 
magazine.; ' " 

biMANCHE 

Valllant, A new 
series. ■ \ 

&90 Des chifTres et des iet- 
A program . about the com¬ 
pletion, of numbers and letters 


between two competitors. 

6:10 — L'ficole des fans. A pro¬ 
gram where children sing the 
songs of their favourite singers. 
Tonight's guest is Augustin Du- 
mey. 

7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — Carnet de notes. A 
classical music program, 

LUNDI 

6:00—Les lettres magiques. 
6:10 — Le monde sous-marin 
de Jacques-Yves Cousteau. A 
documentary program about the 
marine life. "La tragddie des 
Saumons Rouges." 

7:00—News in French. 

7:15 — The Weekly Sports 
Magazine. 

MARDI 

6:80 — Boull. A cartoon series. 
6:05 — Les tortues Ninja. A 
cartoon series. 

6:30 — Marc et Sophie. "Mai- 
tre k panser". A comedy series 
about two doctors. 

7:00—News in French. 

7jl5 — Varletes. A selection of 
French songs. 

MERCREDI 

6:00 — Jazz au midem. A va¬ 
riety program.- 
7:00—News In french. 

7:15 — Intertropjque. The ag¬ 
riculture magazine on Africa, 

JEUDI 

6:00 — Les sanctualres sauy- 
ages, "Kriger, 1’Bden austral 11 . A 
documentaryprogram. 

5:30 — Maguy. "Compagnons 
daiarmes . A series about Ma- • 

fflilr nrtrl Ua. L..«L'j 


. '!®0 —• ^.wsInFreiich. 

. —International Circus r • . 

- VENDREDI : : • 

S? i7^. FataIe 0'iMMssfion. A 
.Ftenchfilm. . 

7:00 — News in French, 


JEANE DIXON’S 


miimi 



. L 

_ imm 

ARIES (21 March -19 April): You will find some real bargains 
if you shop carefully. Watch your budget. Do not let yourself 
gel painted into an emotional comer. A short trip may be cart of 
your plans. 

TAURUS (20 April - 20 May): Original ideas aboundl Getaway 
from work and drive into the country. An older person who has 
travelled widely will share his knowledge. Put aside false pride 
and work to improve a relationship. 

GEMINI (21 May - 20 June): Anything that will bring you into 
closer harmony with an older person is favoured. Weekends cen¬ 
ter on domestic matters. There is some potential for disagree¬ 
ments. Avoid overreacting to a suggestion. 

CANCER (21 June - 22 July): Money — and the best way to 
make it — is on your mind. Family members make some excel¬ 
lent suggestions. Spend time with a friend you have not seen for 
ages. Get more exercise. 

LEO (23 July - 22 August): What is hidden may be revealed. 
Examine all aspects of your current financial situation. Marriage 
is in the spotlight. Your popularity increases. Protect your repu¬ 
tation. Your prestige is on the line. 

VIRGO (23 August - 22 September): The emphasis this week is 
on children, creativity and significant changes. Recent financial 
pressures subside. Social encounters could lead to new business 
contacts. Listen to the advice of a friend. 

LIBRA (23 September - 22 October): Your personal plans will 
move ahead. Avoid scattering your energies. The financial pic¬ 
ture is bright. You find a kindred spirit in an unlikely setting. 
Spend more rime with small groups. 

SCORPIO (23 October - 21 November): Self-improvement pro¬ 
jects will build your confidence. A deal is closed, bringing in 
more income. Keep your diet and exercise resolutions, but do 
not go to extremes. 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November - 21 December): Honing a spe¬ 
cial talent can lead to greater income. Consider practicality be¬ 
tas investing your money. Break a bad habit that could under¬ 
mine your health. Married couples find their bonds deepening. • 

CAPRICORN (22 December - 19 January): A favorite hobby 
can be turned into a money-making project. Your foresight 
serves you well in business. A loved one may pressure you for 
an answer. Ask for more rime. Adventure beckons! 

AQUARIUS (20 January - 18 February): The money picture 
brightens. Listen to' some unusual advice. You are trusted by 
those vou respect. Be aware of your tendency to see people 
through rose-colored glasses. 

PISCES (19 February - 20 March): Slow your pace in order to 
be through. Details are more important than ever. Work from a 
background position. Listen and learn. Patience is needed when 
dealing with delicate matters. 

CHILDREN are bouncy, noisy and good- 
natured. They attract people like a magnet and will make new 
Mends quickly. However, these children often drop one set of 
mends for another when they move to a different job or neigh¬ 
borhood. Comedy comes easily to them. They can use their gift 
tor gab very effectively In a sales career. Count on these young¬ 
sters to prefer sports that require thought and technique rather 
than strength and endurance. Sympathetic and generous, they 
perform more than their share of good deeds. 
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Would You 
Believe. 

It only takes three 
drinks to give a 110- 
pound person a blood al¬ 
cohol reading of 0.10, 
which most states use as 

die legal limit for driving. 
* * * 

Ozone depletion warn¬ 
ings are becoming com¬ 
mon in Australia. 

* * + 

The Philippine Islands 
have about 100 active vol¬ 
canic centers. 

* * * 

Sound waves actually 
make it through metal 
much faster than they go 

through air. 

* * * 

Nearly 9 million U.S. 
military personnel served 

in the Vietnam War. 

* * * 

The outlaw Billy the 
Kid is said to have com¬ 
mitted his first murder at 
age 12. 

* • * 

Extended periods of 
weightlessness can make 
a person shrink. 


★ CROSSWORD PUZZLE ★ 


ACROSS 

1 Type of 
Joint 

5 Hidden 
store 

10 Schoolboy's 
chore 

14 Japanese 
aborigine 

15 “CaBsius 
has — 
and..." 

16 Eager 

17 Legal chap: 
abbr. 

IB Contradict 

19 Layers 

2Q Figuring 
anew 

23 "By — or 
by..." 

24 Loan item: 
abbr. 

25 Break camp 

28 Cracker 

32 That is: 

Lat. 

33 A few 

34 Ms. Marie 
Saint 


36 "As- 
snow" 
{unsullied) 

40 Sch. aubj. 

41 Menial 
worker 

42 Motionless 

43 Tastefully 
luxurious 

46 Rival of 
Athens 

47 - King Cole 

46 Unusual: 

abbr. 

49 Far from 
reliable 

55 Declare to 
be true 

56 Toil 

57 Certain 
dBbts 

59 Bristle 

60 Take — 

(be bold) 

61 Glen 

62 Lock 
holder 

63 Gemstones 

64 Pres. 


DOWN 

1 Public 
vehicle 

2 Word 
twister 

3 With regard 
to 

4 Buy 

5 Place for 
a vehicle 

6 Smart — 
(show-ofl) 

7 Philippine 
island 

8 Transport 

9 Involved 

10 Pacific 
island 

11 Tied 

12 Emulate 
Streisand 

13 Football 
scores: 
abbr. 

21 Blood 
carrier 

22 Exploder 

25 Ladies 

26 Elicit 

27 Jeopardy 

26 Not — (so-so) 

29 So be It 


30 At no time 

31 Tennis star 
33 BrillBh 

machine 
carblnB 
35 Actors' 
group 

37 ChBf's 
tools 

38 More mature 

39 Idle 

44 Snare 

45 Long fish 

46 Relatives 
of SB8dB 

48 Dueling 
weapon 

49 Eye layer 

50 Profits 

51 Ms. Thomp¬ 
son 

52 Structural 
member 

53 Fraud 

54 Christmas 

55 Hardwood 
58 Champagne 

word 


t19B2 Tritium Meflia Services. Inc 


Solution 


iHfinii h pi Finn nnnn 
iHiinri siFinmn rhpr 
jRrnnn firfuhi nunn 
nianEBmnErflnnnm 

iHnnnnH iinncipsiti , 
iHFiupin niiipn hhr 
lonnnnmpmnRnpnmn 

Iorr RniriR HRprnn 

finnnsiriH nnnmnfi 
nnn nnnn 
. HnnnnpmRsiriiflpri , 

mUEJU UDlfcJlEJIli tUil)till 
lUUUU UUtUIUU iJltUIU'J 

Iuhejb HciHnin Finsin 


JORDAN BRIDGE 


tty Cl) ass mi Chanem 


Damascus Hands 

pffi DAMASCUS Bridge Association argan- 
ifiw their first international festival which was a 
success though of all difficulties that usually 
vise in similar occasions. 

Mohamed AU Sharif . Wael Wattar, 
Moaath Delab , Asem Hussain! , Faisal Abu 
Hammoud and Lameee Tabaa formed a homo¬ 
geneous team to take care of everything and evc- 
Wxly, specially the Jordanian players with kH 
P* “ro end geuerasity though of some of our 
NUy timed demands. 

. 'The final result is a festival that we all hope to 
go on stronger and stronger. 

: utu to 8 fnm the open pairs event 
1 played with Marwan Ghauem and 
l r“TOd a somehow disappointing fourth. 


*J 
Y 3 

♦ A9g 765 

*AQ642 


west 

u 

2*;(1) 

4T (3) 

5*<4) 
5* (3) 


N 

W B 
S 


4 A85 
V AKQ4 

♦ K J10 4 

* K7 


EAST 

IT 

4# m 
4* (*)■ 
3* (3) 
6* 


(1) Minora two suiter, 5-5 at least and 11-13 
points. 

(2) Fixing diamonds and ordering Cue bidding. 

(3) Cue bidding, the first cue bid by each side 
guarantees an Ace outside the agreed upon 
suit. 

(4) One or three of the agreed upon suit three 
top honors. 

What wps East's problem ? Why did'nt he bid 
the grand slam ? To him, he knew that their side 
is missing the Queen or the Ace of diamonds, if 
the Ace was the missed card, there was nothing 
more than the small slam. , 

But if the missing honor was the Queen, then 
the grand slam is highly probable . East could 
have made a grand slam try by bidding 5N in¬ 
stead of 6 ♦ and west in view of his diamond 
Ace and the sixth diamond card would have bid 
it. An improvement still could be addedby us¬ 
ing the 5N as a relay for. the tnuiip suit disenp- 
tion and the answers are: 

6* The Queen of trump. 

64 The Ace of irump. • . 

6 y The Ace of trump with additional length. 

Hie first three bids were typical of » 
clsion sequence, what if you play oatam ? I be¬ 
lieve it would lead to ; ihe same sequence - After 
1 ♦ then 2 * by opener, Kinder would fU the 
diamonds and the bidding continues similarly. 


THE FAR SIDE 


THE STAR 17 


By GARY LARSON 



'Why don’t you play some blues, Andrew?" 



In 12th-century Pisa, Italy, the construction firm of 
Morrelll and Sons, whose members were all afflicted 
with a genetic disorder In whloh the left leg was 
considerably shorter than the right, begin work 
on a new tower. 
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ROCK TRACKS 


By Stephanie DuBois 

Some things you just gotta do for yourself. Grammy 
award-winning singer Jody Watley says she's going 
to launch her own acting career. Watley is making her 
move into film with a "mini-musical” of her upcoming 
"Affairs of the Heart” disk. “We're trying to do some¬ 
thing different than everyone else, to incorporate more 
cinematic qualities than you find in rock videos," says 
the songstress. The project will feature four of her 
"Heart" songs and will include dia- 
logue, story and scenes with other 
' i * actors. Right now she’s working with 
writers on the story and trying to line 
up not one or two, but four major 
directors for the project. She expects 
to hove the musical in and out of 
production and ready for release 
k when the album debuts in August. 

- Maybe she can team up with Spike 

Lee and call it "She's (Jutla Have Heart "or "Heart 
Fever ”or “Afo ’ Better Affairs "or ... 

Wnrrnnt lead singer and chief songwriter Jani 
Lnne is making his morion picture debut in the film, 
“High Strung ”with Thomas F. Wilson (who played 
Biff in the "Bavk tv the Future " trilogy). In "High 
Strung, Lane plays a young rock and roller with a 
penchant for playing music a little too loud, much to 
the chagrin of his uptight neighbors. OK, so it's not 
much of a stretch. 

Peabo Bryson says working with other artists and 
producers on his new “Can You Stop the Rain "album 
was a yoiy different approach for him. The singer 
dubbed‘King of the Balladeers" says, “I usually write 
and products all of my albums. But I found its creative¬ 
ly b mart to be a little more diverse than I'm accus¬ 
tomed to being.” He adds, “It’s easy to become too 
introverted when you're as self-contained as I am. You 
become like the guys in prison - kind of covering up 
every bite and covering your plate with the other arm, 
so no one will see what you’re eating and what you 
have left. But m order to be the best you can be you 
*3™ e " et work. Different producers and writers have 
different strengths. Taking a few pieces of each per- 
son s essence I work with just makes me better.” 

JSj rf b , ul S u fA» Th -S , 5 erbirdB ’ new E P ic diik, 

f Wa l k 'y ,U l hlt c record stores next week 

(Ju!y 16). The album is the first Fabulous Thunder- 
birds disk to feature guitarists Duke Robillhard and 
j Bnngham, who replaced founding member Jim¬ 
mie Vaughan in June *90. "Walk That Walk " fea¬ 
tures cover tunes of Sam & Dave’s "Ain 1 That A Lot 
of Love and Jr. Parker's "Feelin' Good ” 


ON 8ALB TODAY By Carol Mitrman 


Him 



TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1.1 Wanna Sex You Up, 
Color Me Badd, Giant 

2. I Don't Wanna Cry, 
Afariah Carey. Columbia 

3. More Than Words. Ex¬ 
treme, A&M 

4. Rush Rush, Paula Abd¬ 
ul, Virgin 

5. Love is a Wonderful 
Thing, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

6. I Like the Way (The 
Kissing Game), Hi-Five ; 
Jive 

! 7. Losing My Religion, 

R.E.M., Warner Bros. 

8. Touch Me {All Night 
Long), Cathy Dennis. 
Polydor 

9. Silent Lucidity, 
Queensryche, EMI 

10. Rhythm of My Heart, 
Rod Stewart, Warner Bros. 

TOP POP 
ALBUMS 

1. Nevermind, Nirvana, 
Geffen 

2. Dangerous, Afichael 
Jackson, Epic 

3. C.M.B., Color Me Badd, 
Giant 

4. Time, Love and Ten¬ 
derness, Michael Bolton, 
Columbia 

5. Cooleyhlghharmony, 
Boyz // Men, Motown 

6. Wayne's World, 
Soundtrack ; Reprise 

7. Too Legit to Quit, 
Hammer, Capitol 

8. We Can't Dance, Gene¬ 
sis, Atlantic 

9. Achtung Baby, U2, 
Island 

10. Metallica, Metallica, 
Elektra 

TOP VIDEO 
RENTALS 

L The Rocketeer, Bill 
Campbell, Jennifer Con- 
nelfy, Walt Disney Home 
Video (PG-1991) 

2. Thelma & Louise, Su¬ 
san Sarandon, Geena Da¬ 
vis, MGM/UA Home 
Video (R-1991) 

3. Point Break, Patrick 
Swazye, Keanu Reeves, 
Fox Video (R-1991) 

4. Hot Shots. Charlie 
Sheen, Lloyd Bridges, Fox- 
Video (PG-13-1991) 

5. Mobsters, Christian 
ft #Patrick Dempsey, 
MCA'Univarsal Home 

. Video (R-1991) 

6. Regarding Henry, 
Harrison Fort, Annette 

Pftnmounl Home 
Viduo (PG-13-1991) 

7. City Slickers, Billy 
Crystal, Daniel Sterr {h Co- 

kmbiaTriStar Home Vid¬ 
eo (PG-13-1991) 

8. Jungle Fever, Wesley 

\gtffn Arabella Sciorra, 

m? A/ V« iverSal Home ; 
Video (R-1991) 

9- Dying Young, Julia 
Roberts, ■ Cqmpbefl Scott, 
FoxVideo (R-1991) * 


Qreature feature masms^ 


Mgs. 

vSr fjk. A 




Crab-eating fox 

(Dusicyon thous) 

Home: Open woodland, grassland of South 
America: Colombia lo North Argentina 

Habits: Mainly nocturnal and solitary; spends 
the day in a burrow or other shelter. Hunts small 
rodents, lizards, frogs and crabs. Also eats 
Insects, fruit and turtle eggs. 

Claim to fame: The first specimen of this fox 
ever found had a crab in its mouth, hence the 
name. Scientist now know crabs are only part of 
the fox's diet. It's also known ns the common 
zorro. 

SOURCE: Doliait Tree Press. 'MnrnuUnn lllunlmtrri Afiimal 
Encyclopedia.' RorowcI* by NANCY MOSS FLANIGAN 


Unscramble these four wnrils, _ 

Idler lo each square, (n form vfL , 
four ordinary words. /lYour Invoiltadish, air 



No# arrange tae circled loHore 
form the surprise answer. U l 
gesled by I bo above cartoon. 


Answer here: <f [ 


AiijBindod JSKW -AUHna.—W1 ut 
ONIOVd 1U3ANI ANIVU dHOUO :j*M8uy 
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Diplomatic Corps 


Algerian... 641271/2 

Xuslralian. 637246/7 

Austrian Embassy.674750 

Bahrain .. 664148 

Belgian .675683 

Bulgarian... sioIj i 

Canadian. 666124 

Chilean. 661336 

Cyprus Honorary Cans..... S77SM 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Coasulatc Gen.622324 

Finnish Consulate.623443 

French.641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek...672331 

Hungarian... 816614 

Indian...637262 

Iraqi ..639331 

Italian...638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland.. 630878 

Japanese... 672486/7 

Yugoslavian.........665107 

Kuwaiti.675135/8 

Libyan .......666118 

Lebanese .. 641381 

Moroccan. ..641451 

Netherlands.637967/625165 

Indonesian.828911 

North Korean ..666349 

Norwegian Consulate. 637164 

Pakistani.622787 

Palestine.677517 

People's Rep. of China.666139 

Phillipincs. 645I6I 

Polish. 637153 

Qatari.644331/2 

Romanian .. ,....667738 

Saudi Arabian... 814154 

South Korean ..660745/6 

Spanish . 622140 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish.669177/9 

Swiss...686416/7 

Syrian.. 641076 

Tunisian.„674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

United Arab Emirates. 644369 

United Kingdom.823100 

United States of America.. 644371 

USSR.641158 

Yemen. 642381 

Delegation of the EEC.668191 

UNDP.668171/7 

UNRWA. 669194/8 

(Taiwan) . 671530 

UNICEF. 629571 

Con. of Sri Lanka. 

Con. of Iceland. 


Airlines 


Arab Air Cargo.674191/95 

Aeroflot ...641510 

Air Frnnco.666055/667824 

Atr Indio .67588«/9 

Air Lanka .655377/651799 

Alitalia. 625203 

American Airlines.669068 

Arab Wings.894484 

Austrian Airlines. .637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines.665909 

British Airways '......641430 

China Airlines.637380 

Cathay Pacific.624363 

Cyprus Airways..667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

Emirates Airlines.662141/678321 

QulfAir.653606/656616 

Hungarian Airlines.639295 

Jbena..637827/644036 

Iraqi Airways. 628596/628598 

Japan Air lines .630879 

K1.M ..622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 

Kuwaiti Airlines. 630144 

Libyan Arab Airlines .... 643831/2 

Lufthansa... 601744 

Malaysian AirIine.639575/653446 

M.E.A..... 636104 

Olympic.630125/638433 

PJA. 625981 

Philippine Airlines.670155 

Polish Airlines.,. 625981 

QintlS t III* (( 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian.. 678321 

Sabcna Belgian Airlines.. 675888 

Saudi*—..—..639333 

Scandinavian Airlines: 604049 
Smaapore Airline*.......... 676177 

Sudan Airlines...... 662111 

Swiss Air (QAA.)..642943 

Swiss Air.,,..;,.;_629831 

Syrian AiT..,.. 622147 

JjRpOM^Romanian.......637380 1 

Thai Airways],..604649 

W World Armine ....... 623430 

^khiAirUnw 659(02 

Yemenis Airways............. 628175 

Yugoslav Airlines 604911 

Queen AliaA t ifport(08)53200 


Diary 


Activities 


Cultural centres 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 641520 

British Council.636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute. 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre.644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Arts Centre. 665195 

Hussein Youth City.667181/5 

Y.W.C.A. 641793 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 

Amman Mun. Library. 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library..,. 834555 


Rent-a-car 


Cinemas 


Concord. 677420 

Rainbow. 625155 

Plaza. 674111 

Philadelphia. 634144 

Nijoum.675571 


Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City. 

Orthodox Club. 

Royal Automobile Club... 

Royal Shooting Club. 

Royal Chess Club. 

Royal Racing Club.09- 

Joidan Bridge Assoc.. 


Hotels 


667181 

810491 

815410 

736572 

673713 

801233 

.676990 



. 668958 

Al-Jabal . 

.606669 

Kada . 

,665161/665153 

Al-Labadi. 

.813554 

National. 

.639197/8 

Ncbo... 

. 816792 

Petra. 

. 605501 

Rabbit Amman.... 

. 672424 


. 639861 

AI-SRmer.. 

.771707 

Satclite. 

,625767/621471 

Star.. 

. 604904 

Tigar. 

. 671931 

Trust. 

. 673312 

Al-Waha . 

. 674105 

Abu Dcggc.. 

,644642/644906 

Amin Jairar (Avis).670498 

Amman... 


Arabian. 

.641350 


.08/51000 

Budget . 

.604230 

Do'as.. 

. 669970 

Dirani . 

.660601 

Europcar ............ 

.601350/80 

Gbnoral Services 

.674100 

Gulf.. 

. 660902 


Amman 
Crown. 

..798181 

.663100 

Marriott. 

Regency . 

.... 660100 

. 660000 

665094 

InterContinental. 

. 641361 

..... 665186 


.6651SI 

Middle East. 

Grand Palace. 

. 667150 

. 661121 

.661114 

International. 

. 841712 

. 813801 

Alia Gateway. 

Amra . 

.(08) 51000 
.... 815071 
674111 

Aqaba 

Holiday Inti. 

.312426 

Miramar. 

Al-Cazar. 

..314340 

.314131 

Coral Beach. 

..313521 

.316250 


.314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel..... 

.316636 


Important Numbers. 


Emergencies 

Amman Govemoralc..91228 

Amman Civil Defence... 198, 199 

Civil Defence Irbid.271292 

Civil Defence Dept.661111 

Ambulance..193,775111 

Amman fire bridgadc.198 

First aid. 630341 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Civil Defence resuce.630341 

Police rescue.621111, 637777 

Police headquarters...:. 639141 

Traffic police. 896390 

Electric Power Co.636381/4 

Water complaints. 897467 

Queen Alia Airport.(08) 53200 

RJ Flight Info.(08)53200 

Hospitals 

Hussein Medical Centre... 813813 

Khalcdi Maternity.644281/6 

Akloh Maternity.642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity... 642362 

Malhas, I. Amman. 636141 

Palestine, Shmeisani.664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital. 669131 

University Hospital. 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital.667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali, 666127/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali. 664164/6 

Ilalian-Al-Muhajrcen.777101/3 

A1-Bashir, Ashrafich....77Slll/26 

Army, Marka..891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital.602240/50 

Ama] Hospital.674155 

General 

Jordan Television..773111/19 

Radio Jordan..774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism.642311 

Hotel complaints. 605800 

Price complaints.661176 

Telephone Information.121- 

Jordan and Middle East calls... 10 
Repair service. 623101 
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Editorial & advertising 
telephone number: €48298 

Distribution: Jordan 
Distribution Agency, 
telephone: 630191 


Algeria.213 

Argentina.54 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia. 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane 7 
Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria.. 45 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. 9 " 

Belgium. 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil. 55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazillia 61 

Bulgaria. 

Sofia 2 

Canada..... 1 — 1 

Ottawa 613 

Chile. 56 

Santiago 2 . 

Cyprus...... 357 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia....—- ** 

Prague 2 • 

Derimark .. . —..r"* 

Copenhagen (Inner) ! 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador..;.-... 

! Quito 2.. 

Egypt-—-.—.. 

' Cairo 2 

Eire....-. 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 • ' « 

Finland ..vr.r. 

Helsinki 0 "i;,. 

Prance .-. — 


WD 


.,--593 


1 33 


• /. *■• s.!'* "S-5i* 

Paris 1 

Germany W...49 

Bonn 288 

Greece.. 30 

Alhens/Pirscus 1 

India....i. 

Banglore812 
New Delhi 11 

Bombay 22 ' . 

And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1 , 2 , 3 ,4,5,6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia.. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.... 3 ?.. 

Rome 6 . 

Iraq... 

Baghdad 1 . 

Japan.,..-... 01 

Tokyo 3 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait... 

SeouI2 

Libya,.-...- 218 . 

Tripoli 21 . ‘ 

Lebanon,..... 

Beirut .1 >_ 

Malays!*.-- 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 . 

Mexico. ,52 

Mexico City 5 •<*. • 

Morocco.............. 

-.Fez6 ' i " ' 

Rabat7 . 

Neiherlands .. 31 > 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North. Yemen......... 

A1 Bayda 6 
. Hodeidah3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria. 

Lagos 1 

Norway....... 

Oslo 2 

Oman... 

Pakistan. 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 . 
Rawalpindl/blartiabad 51 

Paraguay......,.;..... 

Asuncion 54 

Pern....... 

Lima 14 

Philippines... 

Manila2 

Poland......... ...... 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar..........;..... 

Romania..................... 

Bucharest 0 
■Saudi Arabia 
. : Al-KhQbar3 ■ 

' Al-Madln&4 ■ i 

Dammam 3 
.Jeddah* , 

..'Mecca? 

. .Riyadh 1|.,. 

Spain.. 

: Barcelona 3 l :;.‘ ■' 

■ • Mjidr|41 
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Museums 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jcrash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Roman 
Theaire, Amman. Opening hours; 9 
a.m. - 5 p.m. year round.Closed 
Tuesdays.Tcl: 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Has an excellent collection of the 
antiquities of Jordan. Jabal Ai- 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed Tues¬ 
days. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics. and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most of 
the Muslim countries, and a collec¬ 
tion of paintings by 19ih century 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabal 
Wclbdch. Hours 10 a.m.-5:00p.m. 
ClosedTucsdays.Tel.630l2S. 


St. Joseph Church: (RomanCath¬ 
olic) Jabal Amman.TeL 624590 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Roman Catholic) Jabal Weibdeh, 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church: (Roman Cath¬ 
olic) Jabal Hussein.Tel. 661757. 

Terrasancta Church: (Roman 
Catholic), Jabal Weibdeh, mass in 
Italian every Saturday at 5:30 p.m. 
Tel. 622366. 

Church of the Annunciation: 
(Greek Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 
623541. 

Church of the Redeemer: Jabal 

Amman, Tol. - 625383. 

* 

Armenian Orthodox Church: 
Ashrsfich. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrlam Church: (Syriac 
Orthodox) Ashrafieh. Tel 771751. 

Amman International Church: 
(Interdenominational) meets at 
Southern Baptist School In 
Shmcisani, Tol. 827981. 


Church of the Good Shepherd: 
(Evangelical Lutheran) Um As- 
Summaq Tel. 811295. 


Marbolla 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka........ 94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan... 249 

Khartoum 11 

Sweden.... 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.,................................... a.. 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan......... 886 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..... C.. . 66 

Bangkok2 

Tunisia..... 216 

Tunlsl 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
. Istanbul 1 

UAE......971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
. Ajman 6 
A1 Ah) 3. 
v Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al Khaimab77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK.---.44 

London (inner 71/outer 81): 

Uruguay... 598 

Montevideo? 

US A.■ ......I..,—. 1 

New York 212/71* 

Washington 202 

ussr._7 

. Moscow 695 

. Venezuela......,.,58 

Caracas 2 ; 

. Yugoslavia...,.^..-..-.. 38 

















































































































































































































